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1 AN EPISTLE 
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by e + 


To ALL THE! 


Slothful & Careleſs People. . 


% Fass, * 


OLOMON ſaith, That the Jefire of the forked.) 
10 killeth him ; and it ſo, what will flothfulneſs it - 
ſelf du to thoſe that entertain it? The proverb is, 8 
He that fleepeth in the harveR is a ſon that cauſeth 
ſhame: And:thisI dare be bold to ſay no greater 
ſhame can befal a man, than to ſee that he hath fools © + 
ed away bis ſoul; and haned: away eternal life. by 7-0 
I am ſure this is the next way to do it: namely, | 
de ſlothful ; Qathfuly I ſay, in the work of (als 
The. vine yard of the ſlothful man, in reference” . 
the things of this life, is not fuller of brizrs, n 
and Rinkingy weeds, than he that is flothful for hes 
ven, hath Hog heart full of ann and * 


hy 

ore Four hath theſe two evils * Fir, To. age” 
Mea: the time ia which it ſhould be getting of hes: 
ven; and by that means doth, in the ſecond b 
dring in untimely repentance, I will warrant 1e 
chat he who ſhould loſe his ſo ul in this world thro? 
fothfulneſs, will have no cauſe to be glad chercat. 
when. be comes to hell. 
„ Slothfulneſs is uſually accompanied with-cargleff- | 
7 and carelefſacſs en the — 1 1 1 
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. freſh Arn, 2 15 into“ forhfatne is, $ means 


the ou! is left remedileſs. | 
- 8hothfulr.efs ſhutteth out Chriſt ; ; Nothfulneſs 
" ſhaweth the ſeul. ns 
Slet h ſuldeſs B 21  he by 88 keſßleſt o of 
all the cr-atures. Go to the ant thou ſſuggard, con- 
- conſider her ways and be wiſe, The fluggard will 


FOIA, . 
— 


. * - 
oo OOO oo 
op. . ' . 
- 


| break up the fallow ground of his heart, becauſe 
there muſt be ſome pains taken by him that will do 
it:) therefore he ſhall begig harv {thats 1 
._ the Caints of Gad halt hav ogy Floripph 
and happineſs given to them) but the 1052770 

ſhall have nothing, that is, be never the better for 


his crying for mercy, according to that in Matthy 
xv. 10, 11, 12. ns 
If you would know a ſlu gerd 10 the things" of 
. heaven, compare him with one that i is flothful in The 
things of this world, A,. 
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7 1 ae delays: ſo is he that is flothful for heayen- 
23. He chat is à fluggard. any mall matter that 
| Loeb in between, he will make it a ſufficient excuſe 
Fes keep him off (rom plying his works; fo it ia allo 
with him that js Qothful for heaven, Lat? 


and l ſo it is with him that i is ſlothful for heaven. He 
9 BE may almoſt, but he ſhatl never altogether obtain per - 
Fedtion of deliverance from hell; he may almoſt, but 
E 7 5 thall never dern be e en 
4 45 my 75 iin id 
* BY "Fo They that are gotaful, 4⁰ ofually loſe the · ſaw» 
ben! in which things are to be done : and thus i is 
alſo with them that are ſlochful for heaven, the 
mils ver wen vat a rae Ang thece fore, 
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not plough by.reaſog of tha cald (that is he will nat 


ee 


e re fo de bin ts dnl be for Ws the wail 
e pole follow: ſo nen is flothful for heas- 


2, He that is flochful, 1 willing. e 


1 He that is flothful doth bis work by the halver: - 
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81 1 ſlschfal are a a 39 


good fruits foaiſeit M be with the fouliflugyacg2 
Ke 1. They thatiare fþthfuk are chid for 


” io alſo wül Chriſt deal with: thoſe that ade nbt ative -* 
? lor lüm. Thou wicked or 'flothfuh far want, out of .' 

f -thine-«aduth' will E judge tlieen bon faidſt L was 

” +hus anch thus,” wherefdre then ganeſt net thou my 

| (ndney! to the bank? Ke. Take - the unprofitabie 
E Ferivant,'and caſt him anti utter darkneſs, whack Galt: 

e be wheping e of teeth — 
0 2 1. Mb nnen runs 2 and will you be 
Mlothful.:--- 91 it 12 18128 | * 
11 Much of your: lives ars ate eilt you be 4 
E Nothful-? | * dil 02 #64 SV i it N U. 
or i J. Vpur ſouls are Ob e wee I 
hy will you be. flothfub? {(nfnggmad nf bann 
- V1 4s The lay of death ad rere i 0 che nen 

of and:will 0 be ſlerhful? „een 

be 5. The courſe ot AO hangs over pay * 

1 in you be fochful 2: ; 8 3 
k d ee erde ann Based, desen, ant. 

Ms - ſeek by all means every; day, by every ſin, to 

10 vou out of heaven, and 8 jouot Llvatiod r 

do lyon be fluhfulnlhß;l˙ ß 0069 2 num,” 
7. Allo your ever are Ailtgene forthings. 

hat that will pertth 3 and will: you be Gran for thin 

uſe 'thax will endure tor ever? ven 1} 206% 8 

lo : 8. Wonid ynu the: vlog ro be datnned bor deb. 2 

R Tulneſs 2 33 Wann 'T 1 | 

er: i 54 gf Would yen becnliliog the edgetwef God ſhould 9 

He neglect to fetch away your ſouls to heaven i, vu 

er. ns, and che devils tand by ready to ſeram - 

unt -blg: for them? „ und od ett 1 Und J 

wa 10. Was Chriſt ſlochful in the work of yours. 2. 

1d Bl Semption? 1 10a onde 3 DUR > 


ina: And, lady, ir all this w de e 
Fou 130d will not be flothſul 68) negligent vo Jami 
203, (whoſe, dzamnarion now of 4 Jong dhe ſſum- 
„th nov) nor the devils will not neg lech to Fetch 
* nor ee. to ſhut i d upon thee 2 


Vill that do-thee? | 


| - ance on, and I ball be mocked of all my neigh- 


.- cometh: I and if thou woutdti not be hated and mocks» 


viii * A. Epiftle þ * , F 3 | | | 
gluggard art thou aſleep Rill ? art thou reſolved to 
ſleep the fleep of death? Will neither tidings from 
heaven or hell awake thee? Wilt thou ſay till, Vet 
a little folding of the arms to ſleep? Wilt thou yet 
turn thyſelf in thy ſloth, as the door is turned upon 
the hinges? O that I was one ſkilful in lamentati- 
on, and had but @ yearning heart towards thee, how | 
would I pity thee! How would I bemoan thee! O Ye 
that I could like Jeremiah let my eyes run down like . 
rivers of water for thee! Poor foul, loſt foul, dy · 90 
ing ſoul, what a hard heart have I that I cannot Ef 
mourn for thee ! If you would loſe but a limb, a ſo 
child or a friend, it would not be fo much, but poor 
man it is thy ſoul; if he was to lie in hell but for a 
day, but for à year, nay, ten thouſand years, it 
would (in compariſon) be nothing: but O it is for 
ever ! O this cutting ever! What a ſoul amazing 
word will that be, which ſaith, Depart from me ye 
curſed into EvxxxTLAs Ting fire, Kc. | 
Obje&ion. But if I ſhould ſet in, and run as you 
would have me, then I muſt run from all my friends 


* 


for none of them are running that way. 
Anſser. And if thou doſt, thou wilt run into the 
boſom of Chriſt, and of God, and then what harm 


Object. But it I run this way, then I muſt run 
from all my fins. r | 
Anſw. That is true indeed; yet if thou doſt not 
thou wilt run into bell-fire, I 4 
Odject. But if I run this way; then 1 ſhall be 
-hated, and loſe the love of my friends and relations, 
and of thoſe that I expect benefit from, or have reli» 


bours. or ot nl . 70. TY „ 

Anſw. And if thou doſt not, thou art ſure to loſe 
the love and favaur of God for chy fully, (IL will 
laugh at your calammies, and mock when your feat 


ed, then take heed thou by thy tolly doſt not pro- 
ure the diſpleaſure and mockings of che great Gad; 
2 3 7 | for 


/ ' 


—"—_— " — 
Satin Cavels/7 People. K 
For [his mocks and hatred will be -tertibls, beeauſe 
they will fall upon thes in terrible times, even when 
{tribulation and anguili taketh hold on thee : which 
will be when death and judgmend comes, when all. 
the men in the earth, and albthe angels in heaven, 


* 


cannot help thee :. . a 
Object. But ſurely I may begin this time enough, a 
year or two hence, may [I not? | 
Anſw. Firſt, Haſt thou any leaſe of thy life? Did 
ever God telf thee thou ſhalt Hive half a year, or two 
months longer? nay, it may be thou mayſt not live 
ſo long. And therefore, | 
Secondly, Wilt,thou be ſo ſottiſn and unwiſe as 
to venture thy ſoul tipon a little uncertain time? 
Thirdly, Doſt thou know whether the day of grace 
will laſt a week longer or no? For the day of grace 
is pal with; fame betore-their lite is ended? and if it 
ſhould*bs ſo with thee, wouldit thou not ſay, O'that 
that I had begun to run before the day of grace nad 


ou had been paſt, and the gates of heaven ſhut againſt 
Is 4 me. Bur, - - 55 
; Fourthly, If thou ſhouldſt fee any of thy neighe 


the bours negle& the making fare of either houſe or land 
ro i themſelves, if they had it proffered to them, ſaying® 
0 Time enough hereafter, when the time is uncertain y, 
run and beſides, they do not know whether, ever it will 
be proffered to them again, or no: I ſay, wouldſt 
thou not then call them fools ? And if ſo, then doſt 
thou think that thou art a wiſe man to let thy im- 
Mortal ſoul hang over hell by a thread of uncertain 
time, which may ſoon'be cut aſunder by death ? 
But to ſpeak plainly, all theſe are yhe works of a 
Nothful ſpirit. Ariſe, man, be flothful no longer ? 
ſet foot and heart, and all into the way of God, and 
run, the crown is at the end of the race; there allo 
eth the loving fore-runner, even Jefus, who hath 
ed heavenly proviſion to make thy ſoul wel- 
dad be will give it thee with a willinger heart 


1 gelen the time any longer, but put in N 
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er thou canſt defire it of him. O therefore o 
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they had ſeen the gaodneſs of the land of Canaan z 
Arie, ſay they, &c. for we have feen the land, and 
behold it is very good z and ye are ſtill, (or do you 
forbear running :) Be not flothful to go, and to 
pars the land: Judg. xviii. * Fare | 


1 wiſh your ſouls may meet with 
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comfort at the Journey's end, 
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Man that gets to Heaven, 
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EAVEN and happineſs is that which everx 
one defireth, inſomuch that wicked Balaam, 
ould. ſay, Let me die the death of the righteouss 
and let my laſt end be like his: Yet for all this, _. 
here are but very few that do obtain that ever to 
e-defired glory, inſomuch_that many eminent pro» ' 
eſſors drop ſhort of a welcome from God into this 
pleaſant place. The apoſile, therefore, becauſe he 
lid defire the ſalvation of the, ſouls of the Corinthi- 
ins, to whom he writes this epiſtle, layeth them 
jown. in theſe words, fuch, counſel, which if taken, 
zould be for their help and advantage. 81 

Firſt, Nor to be wieked, uud at Bll and wiſh for 
enz bat to run for ie. 
3 | -_-_ Secondly _ + 


12 | Tus HEAVENLY FOOTMAN. | 


"Becoridly, Not to content themſelves with every 
kind of running; but,” ſajth be, So run that ye may * 
obtain. As if he ſhould- ſay, - Some, becauſe they 
would not loſe their ſouls, they begin to run by 
times, they run with patience, they run the right of 
way: Do you fo run, -So run from both father W 
and mOther{ Fiennes and tompanions;” and thus that fv! 

they might have the crown: Po you ſo run Some wh 
run through temptations, affiitions, good report, e- ſn 
vil report, that they may win the pearl: Do you fo 
run. So run that ye mav obtain, 4 

Theſe words are taken from men's running for a he 

wager ;.A very apt ſimilitude to ſet before the eyes of MW '28 

'the ſaidtsof the Lord. Know ye not that they which 
run in a race, run all, but one obtains the prize; 80 * 
run that ye may obtain. That is, do not only run, 8 
but be ſure you win, as well as run. So run that ye led 


may obtaa. 0 ſign 

1 ſhall not need to ok any great ado in opening ſtigl 

the words at this time, but ſhall rather lay down one cron 
doctrit that II do fad i in them ; and in profetvting twee 
that, I ſhall ſhe w you, in ſort meaſure, t ec ſcope et, 
at the words. T 
The docrine js this: : ""Thes © = N I hea» TI 


van, mull run it I fay, they that will have 
heaven, muſt run tor it, I beſeech youto heed it well. 
Know ye not, that chey which run in a rice tun AI 
bit one obtain the prixe ? 80 run ye. The prize is 
DNeaven, aba if you ib have it, you muſi run fot.- it. 70. Tu 
A You have another letiprure for this in the rath of IP 
the Hebrews; the itt, ad, and 4d verſes: Where 1 
= fore ſeeing alſo, ſ#irh the: @pottiey that we are com- ons f 
1 | paſted abont with fo great weibad of witneſſes, let p 
ds Jay aſtde aver yweig ht, and the ſin which Goth to Hot ol 

_ exfily betet us, and let us tun with patienoe the race 

chat es blos. And let er taich ae a 

'8 fy fight i, Ae * un, k 
'4 ü be Do a furthers | | 35 opts 7 y one 
_- xk 3 e 43 Fleetsg ne m 
II 2 4 6: 06 5 
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* 
Thi HEAVENLY" FOOTMAN: 1 
erve, that this running is not an drdinaty, or 


*7 


os any fort of rundingy but is to be underfiood of the 
by ſwifteſt ſort of running; and therefore in the 6th 
abt of the . Hebfews, it is called a fleeing; That we 
der wight have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for re: 
hat ſpge to lay hald on the hope ſet before us, Mark, 


e who bave fled. It is taken from the 2oth of Jo- 
| ſnua, concerning the man that was to flee to the 
o Neity of refuge, when the avenger of bload, was hard 
at his heels, to take vengeance on him for his offence 
he had committed; therefore it is a running or flee+ 
« of ing for one's life: A running with all might and 
{ch main, as we uſed to ſay. So run. 

80 e „ 9. Bo Preſſing. 

Secondly, This running in another place is cal- 
led a preſſing. I preſs, towards the mark; which 


of © ſignifieth, that they that- will have heaven, muſt not 
jag ſtick at any. difficulties they meet with; but preſs, 
2 crowd,, and thruſt through all that may Rand be- 
ting Neweeg heaven and their ſouls. So run. 

cope 9 . 4 3. Continuiog. | 


Thirdly, This running is called in another place, 
a continuing in the way of life. IF you continue in 
he faith grounded, ang ſettled; and be not moved 
away from the hope of the goſpel of Chriſt. Not 
to run alittle now and then by fits and ſtarts, r 
half way, or almaſt thither, but to run for my life, - 


beit. run through all difficulties, and to continue there- 
N 7 in to the end of the race, which mutt be to the end of 
were. In) life. So run that ye may obtain. And the rea | 


ons for this point are theſe, ,, - oF 

1. Becauſe all or every one that runneth doth 
not obtain the prize: there be many that do run, yea, 
and ruu far too, who yet miſs the crown that ſtand». 
th'at the end of the race, You know that all that 
un in a race do not obtain the victory; they all 
un, but one wins. And ſo it is here, it is not exe - 
y one that runneth, nor every one that riveth for 
he maltery, that * it. Though a man Fer we 

DB of hn, 15 | tha 


is Tu HEAVENLY 'FOOTMAN. F 
Arrive for the maſtery; ſaith Paul, yet he is not crown» 
ed, unleſs he ftrive lawfully ; that is unleſs he ſo'run, 

and ſo ſtrive, as to have God's approbation. What, 
do ye think that every heavy-heeled profeſſor will 
have heaven? What, every lazy one? every wanton 
and fooliſh profeſſor, that will be topped by any thingy, 
kept back by any thing, that ſcarce runneth ſo fall 
Heayenward, as a ſnail creepeth on the ground. 

Nay, there are fome profeſſors that do not go on ſo 
fi in the way of God as a ſnail doth go on the wall 
and yet theſe think that heaven and happinefs is for 
them. But ſtay, there are many more that run than 
there be that obtain; therefore he that will have 
heaven muſt run for it. | * « 

2. Becauſe you know, that tho' a man do run, 
yet if he do not overcome, or win, as well as run, 
What will they be the better for their running ? 

'They will get nothing. You know the man that 
runneth, he doth do it that he may win the prize: 
but if he doth not obtain it, he doth loſe his labour, 
ſpend his pains and time, and that to.no purpoſe; I 
lay, he getteth nothing. Aud ah ? how many ſuch 
5 runners will there be found in the day of judgment? 
8, Even multitudes, that have run, yea, run ſo far as to 

jt come to heaven gates, and not able to get any fur. 
ther, but there ſtand knocking, when it is too late, 

crying, Lord, Lord, when they have nothing but 
1 rebukes for their pains. Depart from me, you come 
hot here, you came tov late, you run too larily ; the 
'F door is ſnut. "When once the maſter of the houſe is 
4 8 riſen up, ſaithr Chriſt, and has ſhut the door, and 
; "JE begin to hand without, and to knock, ſaying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us, I wilt fay, 1 know you not 
| * depart,” fee. O ſad will the ſtate of thoſe be tha 
run and miſs; therefore, if you will have heaven, yo 
|  mvit run for it; and fo run that yt may obtain. 
3. Becauſe the way is long, (1 ſpeak metaphori 
© ., cally, and there is many a dirty ſtep, many a hig 

5 Hill, much work to do, a wicked heart, world ant 

 .  dcviltovrercome? I ſay, there are thapy fieps to | 
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taken by thoſe that intend to be ſaved by running ot 
walking in the ſteps of that faith of our father A+ 
braham. Out of Egypt thou muſt go through the 
Red fea; thou mult run a long and tedious journey. +» 
through the vaſt howling wilderneſs, before thou 


Tes HEAVENLY: FOOTMAN- 


eomeſt to the land ef promiſe. | 


4. They that will go to heaven they muſt run for 
it; becauſe, as the way is long, ſo the time in which 


they are to get to the end of it is very uncertain ; the 


time "preſent is the only time; thou halt no more 
time allotted thee than that thou now enjoyeit ; Boaſt 
not thyfelf of to-morrow, for thou knoweſt not what 
a day may bring forth. Do not ſay, I have time e- 
novgh to get to heaven ſeven years heace ; for I tell 
thee, the bell may toll for thee before ſeven days 
more be ended ; and when death comes, away thou 
muſt go, whether thou art provided or not; and 


therefore look to it 3 make no delays; it is not good .. 
dallying with things of ſo great concern ment as th= 
ſalvation or damaation of thy ſoul. You know he .. 


that bath a great way to go in a little time, and lefs 


*by half than be thinks. of, he had need to run for 


MPa... 3 | . 
* 5. They that will have heaven, they mult run for - 


' it. becauſe the devil, the law, fin, death, and hell- 
follow them. There is never a poor ſoul that is go * 


ing to heaven, but the devil, the law, lin, death, an d 


hell, make after that ſoul. The devil, your adver - 
ſary, as a roaring lion, goeth about ſeeking whom 
de may devour, And I will aſſure you, the devil is 
| nimble, he can run apace, he is light of foot, be 
- bath overtaken many, he hath turned up their he els 


and hath given them an everlaſting fall. Alſo the 
law, that can ſhoot a great way, have à care thou 
keep out of the reach of thoſe great guns, the ten 
commandments. Hell alſo hath a wide mouth; it 


- cat6Rretch; itſelf farther than thou are aware of. 
And as the angel ſaid to Lot, Take heed, look not 


dehind thee, neither tarry thou in all the plains (that 


anne. 
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beconſumed; ſo ſay I to thee, Take heed, tarry 
not, leſt either the devil, hell, death, or the fearful 
curſes of the law of God, do overtake thee, and throw 
thee down in the midſt of thy fins, ſo as never to 
riſe and recover again. If this were well confidered, 


then thou, as well as I. would ſay, They that wi 


| Have heaven muſt run for it. | | 
6. They that will go to heaven muſt run for it; 
h-canſe perchanee the gates of heaven may be ſhut 
ſhortly. Sometimes ſinners -have not heaven-gates 
open to them ſo long as they ſuppoſe ; and if they 
de once ſhut againſt a man, they are fo heavy, that 
all the men in the world, or all the angels in hea- 
ven, are not able to open them. I (hut and no man 
can open, ſaith Chriſt. And how if thou thouldft 
come but one quarter of an hour too late? I tel] thee, 
it will coſt thee an eternity to bewail thy miſery in. 
Francis Spira can tell thee what it is to ay till the 
bates of mercy be quite ſhut; or to run ſo lazily, 
that they be ſhut before thou pet within them. What 
to be ſhut ou: ! What out of heaven ! ſinner, rather 
than loſe it, ran for it; yea, and ſo run that thou 
mayeſt obtain. | TON 

. Laſtly, Becauſe if thou loſe, thou loſeſt all, thou 
loſeſt ſoul, God, Chriſt, heaven eaſe, | peace, &c- 


Befides, thou layeit thyſelf open to all the ſhame, 


contempt, and reproach, that either Gad, Chritt, 
ſaints, the world, ſin, the devil, and all, ean lay u 
pon thee. As Curiſt ſaith of the fooliſh builders, fo 
will I fay of thee it thou be ſuch a one who runs and 
miſſes; 1 ſay, even all that go by will begin to mock 
at thee, ſaying, This man began to run well, but 
was not able to finiſh, Bat more of this anon 

Q. But how ſhould a poor ſoul do to run? For 
this very thing is that which afflided me lore, (as 


Methinks to fall ſhort at laſt, ' O, it fears me great - 


| Jou fay,) to hink that I may run, and yet fall ſhort. 


Ty! Pray tell me, therefore, how I ſhould run. 
A. That thou mayeſt indeed be ſatisfied in this 


3 Particular, confider theſe following things. 


The 
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r The firſt direction. 4 RO. 
- Tf thou wouldſt ſo run as to obtain the as wo 
of beaven, then be ſure that thou get into. the wa 
that leadeth thither: For as it is a vain thing to thit x4 
that ever thou ſhalt have the prize, tho” thou runneſt 


never ſo faſt, unleſs thou art im the way that leads 


to it. Set the caſe, that there ſhould be a man. in 


London that was to run to York for a wager z now, 
though he run never ſo ſwiftly, yet if be run full 
ſouth, de might run himſelf quickly out of breath. 


and be never the nearer the prize, but be rather the- 


farther off, Juſt ſo. is it here; it is not ſimply the 


runner, nor yet the, haſty runner, that. winneth the: 
crown, unleſs he be'in the way that leadeth thereto. 
L have obſerved, that little time which L have been a 
profeſſor, that there is a great|.cunging to and frog, 
ſome this way, and ſome that way, yet it is ,to be 


feared moſt of them are 'out of the way, and then, 


though they run as ſwift as the eagle can fly, they 
are benefited nothing at all. 

Here is one runs a-quaking,. another a-ranting ;. | 
one again runs after the haptiſm, and andther after 
the Independeney: Here is one for Free-will, and 
another tor Preſbytery.; and yet poſſibly moſt of, alt: * 


Theſe ſes run quite the wrong way, and yer, every 


del. is for dis life, dis ſoul, either for heaven or 
e . 
If thou ſay y, Which is the 1 L tell thee it is. 

CHRIST, 2% SON or MARY, Taz 8ON' or 
'GOD. Jeſus faith, I am the way, the truth and 


| lhe. life; no man cometh to the Father but by me. 


So then thy buſineſs is, (if thou wouldſt have ſalya-. 


tion,) to fee if Chriſt. be thine, with all his benefits ; 


whether he hath thewed thee that thy fins are waſhed | 


away with his heart's blood, whether thou art plant · 
ed into him, and chether thou have faith in hich, ſo 
as to make A life out ot him, and to conform thee co 
bim; that is, ſuch faith as to conelude that thou art 
righteous, becauſe Chriſt is thy righteouſneſs, and fo- . 
. to walk with him as the joy of thy heart, 


1 8 becauſe. b 
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becauſe he ſaveth thy foul. And for the Lord's ſake 
take heed, aud do not deceive thyſelf, and think 
thou art in the way upon too flight grounds: for if 
thou miſs of the way thou wilt miſs of the prize, and 
if thon miſs of that I am ſure thou wilt loſe thy ſon), 
3 ſoul which i is more worel than the. whote 
'worl | 
But I have waited more rgely on this in my F 
of two covenants, and therefore ſhall paſs it now 4; 
only I beſeech thee to have a care of thy ſoul, and 
that thou mayeſt ſo do, take this counſel ; 5 
Miftruſt thy own. ſtrength, and throw it away; 
down'on thy knees in prayer to the Lord for the 
ſpiric of truth; ſearch his word for direction; flee 
ſeducers company: keep company with the ſoundeit 
'Chriftians, and be (ure thou have a care of Quakers, 
Kanters, and Free-willers : Alſo do not have much 
company with ſome Anabaptiſts, though I go under 
that name myſelf. - I tell thee this is ſuch a ſerious 
matter, and I fear thou wilt ſo little regard it, that 
the thought of the worth of the thing, and of thy 
too light regarding of it, doth even make my heart 
ake whilſt Lam writing to thee. The Lord teach thee 
the way by his ſpirit, and then J am ſure thou wilt 
o, it. So run. 
Oaly by the wav. let me did thre hive a care of 
two things, and ſo I ſhall paſs to the next thing. 
1. Have a care vt relying on the outward obedi- 
enge to any of God's commands, or thinking thyſelf 
eher the better in the fight of God for that. 
| * 2, Take heed of tetching peace for thy ſoul. foo 
an inherent righteouſnels ; But if thou canſt belie rt, 
| | that as thou art juſtified freely by the love of God, 
| through the redemption that is in Chriſt ; and that 
Cod for Chrit's lake hatt forgiven thee, not becauſe 
be law apy thing done, or to be done, in or by thee, 
to move him thereunto todo it; for that is the ri 
7 way 3 ; The Lord put then or ie, and fo thee in1 Its. 
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pDPDhbe ſecond direction be 
As thou ſhould get into the way, fo'thou-ſhoutd& 
allo be much in Rudying and muſing on the way. 
You know men that would be expert in avy thing, 
they are uſually mueh ĩn ſtudying of that thing, and 


ſo likewiſe is it, withthoſe that quickly grow expert 


* 
+4 . 


in any way. This therefore thou ſhould do; ler 


thy ſtudy be much-exerciſed about Chriſt, which is 
the way, what he is, and why he hath: done what ig: 
done ; as. why he took upon him the form of a fers 


Tus HEAVENLY FOQTMAN;”” 'S 


vant, Phil, ii; Shy he was made in the likenefs of a; ' 


man; why he cried ; why he died; why he bare the 
ſin of the world; why he was made fin,' and why be 


was made righteouſnels ; why he is in heaven in the 


nature of mam and what he doth there. Be much in 


wufing and confidering of theſe things; be thinking 


alſo enough of thoſe places which. thou muſt not 


come near, but leave ſome on this hand, and | ſowe- 


on that hand; as it is with thofe-that travel into 04 
ther countries, they mult leave ſuch a gate on this 
hand, and ſueh a buth on that hand, go by ſuch a 
place, where ſtandech ſueh a thing, thus therefore 
you muſt do. Avoid fuch things x hich are enpreſsly 
forbidden in the word of God. . Withdraw: thy foot 
far from her, and come not nigh tbe door of hee 


houſe, for her Reps take hold of hell, going down to 
the chambers af death. And ſb otevery thing that 


is not in the way, have a care of it, that thou go 
not by it j come not near it, have nothing to do 
Wiel i., no “ v7 2) 15... pn fs ing] 
46,45]. 1,2:/,7 The third direction. 

Not only thus, but, in the next place, Thou muſt 


thee, to the hindering of thee in the way to the king» 
dom of heaven, as covetouſnels, pride; luſt, or whats 
ever elſe th heart may be inclining into, which may 
hinder thee in this heavenly race. Men that run 


for a wager, if they intend to win as well as run, 


they do not uſe to incumber themſelves, or carry 


| ſtrip thyſelf of thoſe things that may hang upon P 


RT | . 


9 _— 
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to them in their running. Every man that rivet 
for the maſtery is temperate in all things 4 That is, 


he layeth aſide every thing that would be any wiſe a 


diſadvantag* to him; as ſaith the apoſtle, Let ns 


lay aſide every weight, and the fin that doth fo eaſily 


beſet us, and let us run with paitence the race that 
is ſet before us. It is but in vain to talk of going te 
heaven, if thou let thy heart be incumbered with 
thoſe things that would hinder. Would Ay not lay 
that ſuch a man would-be in danger of loſing, tho? 
he run, it he fill his pockets with ſtones, hang heavy 


garments /.0n his ſhoulders, and great lumpilh ſhoes 


en his feet? So it is here, thou talkeſt of going to 
heaven, and yet filleſt thy pockets with ones, (i. e.) 
fillet thy heart with this world, letteſt that hang on 
thy ſhoulders, with its profits and pleaſures :. Alas, 
alas, thou art widely miſtaken : If chou intendeſt to 
win, thou muſt ſtrip, thou muſt be temperate in all 
things. Thou mult ſo run. LE 3 | | 
| The fourth direction. | 
Beware of by-patbs ; take heed thou doſt not turn 
into thoſe lanes which lead out of the way. There 
are crooked paths, paths in which men go aſtray, 
paths that lead to death and damnation, but take 
heed of all thoſe. Some of them are dangerous be- 
eauſe of practice, ſome becauſe. of opinion, but mind 


| them not; mind thé path before thee, look right 


before thee, turn neither to the right hand nor to 
the left, but let thine eyes look right on, even be- 
fore thee; Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all 
thy ways be eſtabliſhed. Turn not to the right nor 
to the left: Remove thy feet far from evil. This 
counſel being not ſo ſeriouſly taken as given, is the 
reaſon of that ſtarting from opinion to opioĩon, reel 


jag this way and that way, out of this lane into 


that lane, and ſo miſſing the way to the kingdom, 
Though the way to heaven be bu: one, yet there 
are many crooked lanes and by pachs ſhot don up- 
om it, as I may ſay. And again, aotwithltangiag 


\the kingdom of heaven be the, biggeli City, yet uſu- 
: Io | — "LE 
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ally thoſe by-paths are moſt beater, moſt travellers 
go theſe wavs ; and therefore the way th heaven is 
bard to be found, and as hard to be kept in by rea : 
fon of theſe, Vet, nevertheleſs, it is in this esſe aa 
it was with the harlot of Jericho; ſhe had one ſcarlet 
thread tied in her window, by which her houſe was 
known : $0 it is here, the ſcarlet ſtreams of Chriſt's 
blood run throughout the way to the kingdom of 
heaven; therefore mind that, fee if thou do find the 
beſprinkting of the blood of Chriſt in the way, and it 
thou do, be of good cheer. thou art in the right 
way; but have a care thou beguile not thyſelf with 
a fancy; for chen thou mayeſt Iyhrt into any lane 
or way; but that thou mayeſt not be miſtaken, con - 
fider, though it ſeem never ſo pleaſant, yet if thou 
ws do not find that in the very middle of the road there 
is written wie the heart-blood of Chriſt, that he 
all came into the world to fave ſinners, and that we 
| are juſtified, though we are ungodly: {hun that 
way; for chis it is which the apoſtle meaneth when 
ke ſaith, We have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt 
by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and living way 
whici he hath conli-craced for us, through the vail, 
that is to ſay, his flein. How eaſy a matter is it in 
this our day, for the devil ta be to cunning for poor 
ſouls, by calling his by paths the way to the king- 
doin ! It ſuch an opinion or fancy be but cried up 
by one or more, this inſcription being ſet upon it by 
the devil, L This is the way of God, ] how ſpeedily; 
greedily, and by heaps, do poor ſimple fouls throw 
away themielves upon it ; eſpecially if it be daubed 
over with a few external acts of morality, if ſo good? 
But this is becaute men do not know painted by- 
paths from the plain way to the kingdom of * n 
They have not yet learned the true Chriſt, ant 
what his righteouſneſs is, neither have they a ſenſt 
of their own inſufficiency; but are bold, proud, pre+ 
ſumptuous, ſeli-conceited, and therefore, 
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e he fifth dired ion 
Do not thou be too much in looking too high in 
thy journey heavenwards, You know men that run 
a race do not uſe to ſtare and g2ze this way and 
that, neither do they uſe to caſt up their eyes too 
high, left haply, through their too much gazing. 
with their eyes after other things, they in the mean 
time tumble, and catch a fall. The very ſame eaſe 
is this: if thou gaze or ſtare after every opinion 
and way that comes into the world, alfo if thon be 
prying overmuch into God's ſecret degrees, or let 
thy heart too much entertain queſtions about ſome 
nice fooliſh cnriofities. thou mayeſt fumble and fall. 
as many hundreds in England have done, both in 
ranting and quakery to their own eternal bverthrow, 
without the marvellous operation of God's grace be 
fuddenly. ſtretched forth to bring th*m back again. 
Take heed therefore, follow not that proud lofty 
ſpirit, that devil-like, cannot be content with. his 
own ſtation, David was of an excellent ſpirit, where 


be faith, Lord. my heart is not hanghty,” nor mine 


eyes lofty, neither do I exerciſe myſelf in great mat. 
ters, or things too high for me. Surely I have be 


; Tk *haved and quieted myſelf as a child. that is weaned 
of his mother: My foul is eren as a weaned child 
ern . 


» + The ſixth directien. 
Take head that you have not an ear open to every 
one that calleth after you as you are in your jour- 

ney. Men that run, you know, if any do call after 
them, ſaying, I would ſpeak with you,-or go-not too 
faſt, and you ſhall have my company with you, if 
they run for ſome great matter, they uſe to ſay, 
alas, I cannot ſtay, I am in baſte, pray talk not to 
me now: neither can I tay for you, I am running 
for a wager: If I win I am made, if L looſe L am 
undone, and therefore hinder me not. Thus wiſe 
are men when they run for corruptible things, and 


- thus ſhouldſt thou do, and thou haſt more cauſe to 


40 ſo than they, foraſmuch as they run but for 
= ar things 


A 
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things that lat not, but thou for an uncorruptible 
lory. 1 give thee notice of this be:imes, knowing 
at thou ſhalt have enough call after thee, even 
the devil, fin, this world, vain company, pleaſures, 
profits, elleem among men, eaſe; pomp, pride, to- 
gether with an innumerable company, of ſuch com- 
progeny one cryingy, Stay for me; the other ſaying, 
not leave me behind; a third ſaying, And take 
me along with you, What, will you go, ſaich the 
devil, wighout your fins, pleaſures, and profits? 
Are you io baſty ? Can you not ſtay and take thoſe. 
along with you? Will you leave your friends and 
companions behind you? Can you not do as your 
neigabouts do, carry the world, fin, luſt, pleaſure, 
pront, elleem among men, along with you? Have 
a care thou do not let thiue car be open to the 
tempting, enticing, alluring, and ſoul entangling 
flatteries, oi luch fink-touls as theſe are. My ſon, 
faith dolomon, it ſinners entice thee, conſent thou 
not. | | | | 


-.3 Tou know what it coſt the young man which Sos 
1 lomon ſpeaks of in che ſeventh ot the Proverbs, that 
70 was enticed by a harlot, With much fair ſpeech ſus 
ws won him, and cauſed bim to yield, with the flatter» 

| ing of her lips the forced him, till he went after her 


AS an ox to the laughter, or as a fool to the correc- 
tion of the ſtocks; even fo far, till the dart ſtruck | 
through his liver, and knew not that it was for his 
life. Hearken unto me now therefore, faith he, O 
ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth, 
- let not thine heart decline to*'her ways, go not 3 
iin her paths, for ſhe hath eagt den wanf wound led, 
| Fra, 2 — have been Gin, (that is, kept 
out of heaven :)] by her ouſe is the way £2 8 
ing down to che chambers of death. Soul, tabs 
this coanſel, and ſay, Satan, ſin, luſt, pleaſur e, * 
pride; friends, companions, and every thing 2 
let me alone, ſtand off, come not er 
running for heaven, tor my foul, for God, for 1 . 
*trom heit and everlaſting damnanon 5 if J * pe" | 
IO 
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all. and it I looſe, I looſe all: let me alone, for I 
will not hear. So run. a0 S008 215 5 anal 
) e The ſeventh direction. 
In the next place, be not daunted though thou 
meeteſt with never ſo many diſcouragengents in thy 
journey thither. That man that is reſolved for 
heaven, if Satan cannot win him by flatteries, he 
will endeavour to weaken him by diſcouragements : 
ſaying, thou art a ſinner, thou haſt broke God's. 
Jaw, thou art not elected, thou comeſt tog late, the 
day of grace is paſt, God doth not care for thee, 
= thy heart is naught; thou art lazy, with a hundred 
| other diſcouraging ſuggeſtions, And thus it was 
with David, where he faith, I had fainted, unleſs I 
had believed to ſee the loving-kindneſs of the Lord 
q in the land of the living. As if he ſhould ſay, the 
gevil did fo rage, and my heart was ſo baſe, that 
bad I judged according to my own ſenſe and feeling, 
I had been abfolutely diſtracted, but I trutied to 
Chriſt in the promiſe, and looked that God would 
be as good as his promiſe, in having mercy upon 
me, an unworthy ſinner: and this is that which en+ 
couraged:me, and kept me from fainting. And thus 
muſt thou do when Satan, or the law, or thy own. 
= conſcience, do go about to diſhearten thee, either by 
we greatneſc of thy fins, the wickedneſs of thy heart, 
me tediouſnels of the way, the Joſs. of outward en - 
Juoyments, the hatred that thou wilt procure from 
te world, or the like ; then thou muſt encourage 
| Thyſelf with the fresgeſt of thaspromiſes, tender 
deartedneis of Chziſtz F tsrits of his blood, the 
freeneſs ob; 89 e zin, the greatneſs 
of the fin ot Feld © 2 — bee pardoned, and > 
that the ame ehre e Chriſt, haldetk 
forth the ſame grace oY be Fas ever, If theſe be 
ot thy meditations, thou raw very heavily in 
= The way to heaven, if thou do not give up all for 
bod, and fo knock off from following any farther ; N 
= @©herefore, I lay, take heart in thy journey, and ſay * 
to chem that leek-thy deltrudtion, Rejoice not againit IN > 
" | 75 ty me, 
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— O Ur enemy; for when 1 fall I ſhall ariſe; hen 


I fit in darkneſs the- Lord mw bog rene wes 
Jo run. : „ima 14 
c The eighth dieetin, 2. 
Take heed of being offended at the crols that 


thou mu} go by befare ithon come to heaven. Tam : XN 


muſt underſtand (us I/ have already touched) that 
thene' i iv no man that goeth to heaven, but he n 
by the croſs Them eros is the handing way» 
mark by which al, they that go to xlory muſt paſs. 
Wa muſt through much tribulation. enter into ther. 
kingdom of heaven. Lea. and all that will live 
gocy in Chriſt Jeſus (ſhall ſiffer perſecution, If 


thau art in the way to the kingdom, my le for 
_ thine thou wilt come at the croſs thortly, (the Lord 


grant thou doſt; not ſhrink at it, ſo as to turn thee 


back again.) If any man will come after me, ſaith. - 


Chcilt, Jet him 7 himſelf, aud take up his croſs 
ity, al The 88 it ſtands, _ hach, 
| ginnio as a way-mark to che 
of Tk” 1 if one aſk, you; the 
Wa ſuch and ſuch a place, you, far the better. 
dire ian, do nat New ſay, this is the way, but then, 
allo fayys you wy dy ſuch a gate, by ſuch a bile, 
tuch a buſh, 2 or ſuch like: Why {0-1 it is 
here f art than Joquiring the way to heaven? Why 
I reſt thee Chriſt is the way; into him thou muſt. 
get; into his rightee „10 be jullified; and if 
thou art in him, thou vilt preſentiy fee the croſs, 
thou mult go olaſe by it, thou. muli touch it, nay, 
thou muſt take it up, or elſe thou wilt quickly go 
our of tbe way that. leads to heaven, and turn up 
ſome of thoſe crooked, Janes that "_y down t to 5 


an etui, e * 
New thou wech knog the croſs by GY fix x things; 75 


„ ki ls. . in "of, doarine of julificatione 2. | 
In ce add of oe die” aro 3. * the Garin 


1 
- |? 


. 2 — FOUNEANC:. I 
ff of perſeverance.) 4 lo ſelf denisl. Li Pate, 


5. Communion with poor ſaints * 
1 1. In the doctrine of jultification, there is 1 
i deal of the croſs: in that; Aman is forced to ſuffets 


de. gedroction of bis own righteouſtieſs/! for': the 
[ righteouſaeſs of another. This is 'no-eaſy' matter: 
foe. a man to do; T/afſure' your it rretchethevery: 
i wein in his: heart, before he will de brought to yield; 
bs it. What for a man to deny, rejed, abbor;and> 
| [| * © throw away all his prayers,/ tears, alms, keeping of. 
4 \ fabbatbs, hearing, reading, with the reſt, in dhe 
Po ist ot juſlification. and to count them accutſed i 
4 „ and to be willing, in the very. midſt of che ſenſt ot 
4 . 5 his ſins, to throw himſelf w holy upon the Tighteouſs 

** neſs and obedience of another many e his 


of the law e 1 ſavy to do this in head abd T 
1 is the biggeſt piece of the croſs aud there 
be calleth che * Ann Aer 


. Apel was his righteous ly M1 
..Cbrit, and be f N hip r 
| . ing) my own vight F 
s 2. In the ane 
+% ter. {1 As ig | 


deloſe to him" the: ih Rid 


N be. - 00. l6fe all theſe Brave As ltr by ＋ 
1 1 » fer" that which - I ut vegfaw "with x 17 
poſe my pride my ee DD g 


ſports and pleatures and the r 
* © hofealy Mmptrety- it i ere, | 
Ls pray ers, Üüghe, ger 
- ward to it Nx de y 

Fs fate they N abt e 
1 venture the loſs of wir N 
„„ aer? "Whig ee e | 

. pfits; ſayiog, Stay a lte! atm Tor) 
8857 ſias oe 1 am ſo IJ 25 2 T health n 
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bat ia the reaſon elſe that others da e 939 
coldly and ſeldom, not with landing U a- 
Vvioced over and over z nay, and alio prom tg a: i 
mend, and yet all's, in vain ? Ir 
cut off right hands, and to pluck - dolle 1 ces 
n pleaſure to the fleſh, | 2 
The doctr ine of perererane is alſo ' oY N 

85. biet 4 gt only _ 


i to „ wen +} 1 
| . come to heaven. 8 | 
* to, begin to look for here 
to ſeek o begin z0.ſhun ſi ; O blk 

it is a great matt to 9 with, God's pen 4 
tion! My ſervant Caleb, faith God, is a man 22 2 
ther ſpifit, he bath. fohigwed me (followed 3 wo 
ways, be hath, continually followed. me] folly, hne 
Wall. poſſeis che land. Aimoit #1 , rhe, many thou 


ven, but 4 to ee 7 
walk: with 0 
It: is no great 


1 n Kildren, of. Iſrael in their generation, 
en Kell. ' perſevarpace when they walked from 
vin Egyoy/ owarde, th 5 & e Indeed ther 
& ere very ſhort- 8 were quickly ut of 
„ of ans ej hey e * „ 
of | to Egypt · | * bo 
on It Is an EA | 1 
ins, ſpurt, . {ol | eng, 
as hold out for a Raspel, 


"ey thouland miles, chat was 
d, look to meet 


the. fleth, eſpecia 
; briarg 2 7 1 


"al 
Taber. FE of Lig de 

9 ſe TIN 5. " Be N 22 15 d M 

may, th Vier nave followed 1 6 
Goa about a rl month, others it pk be two, . 
ihre, or dene (ſoft more, aud ſome leit) years, - "Wi 
ther bare bien 4 well Bok wind, have taken up 
+ eee 5 48 they hank; 805 go 


. 3 — 
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28 Tus HEAVENLY FOOTMAN: 
wa# to heaven, fome in this, | ſome in that Hu; 
and have ſecretly, nay, fomerimes openly faid, the 
way is to ſtrait, the race too long, the wi, 1 
too holy, and cannot hold out, I can yo no far 
2 Ang ſo likewiſe of the other three, (to wit,} patt- 
ence, ſelf-denial, communion and ae page) x 
with and to the poor ſaints: How hard are theſe 
things! It is an: eaſy matter to deny another man 
10 but it is not ſu eaſy « matter to deny one's (ef; to 
deny myſelf out of love to God, bis goſpel, 1 


- f 1 


Hints, of this advantage, and of thag gain: nay, 
that which otherwiſe I might” fawfully do, were 


— 


not for offendiag them. Thar feriptute is but ſel. 


1 


dom read, ſeldomer put in practice, which ſaich, 1 
will eat no fleſh while the world ſtandeth, if it make 
wiy brother to offend ; again, We that are ſtrong 

ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 


pleaſe our ſelve:. But how froward; how Ys 
. how previth and; ſelf · reſolye are che gerfh y of 
profeſſors at this day | Alſo how ' ttJe caniderh 
the poor, unleſs it be to ſay,” Be thou warned ew, 


: 


© Filled { But to give'is a ſeldom work . alf 2 th 
1 to give to any poor: I tell you all thingy are rats le 
To flash. and blood; and the: man that hath but a fe 


| (watchful eye over the fleſh, and alſo. ſome conſi dera. 
ble meaſure ot ſtrengtn againſt it, he ſhall find Ris f 
| lieert in theſe thiogs like unto à ſtarting horſe, that | 
is rid without a curbing bridle, ready to ſtart at 
every thing that is offenſive to him: yea, and ready 
to run away too, do what the rider cans ' + 
I.,. is the croſs which keepeth rhofe that are kept 
= from heaven, I am perſuaded, were t not tor the 
croſs, where we have one profeſſor we ſhovtd have 
; Orgs but this croſs, that is it which ſpoileth 
all. | * 4; Fa", 2 i einn 1 
| + "Some men, as I ſaid before, when they Some at 
wie crofs, they can go no farther, but back Again 
O their fins they mult go. Others they tumble 
ir, and break their necks j others again, ren they 
*%; 13 SO / "008 


CLAY 


- ſhall. be ſure to ſuffer perſecution. 


have trfbutation ? 
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ſee the croſs is approaching, they turn aſide to the - 


left hand, or to the right hand, and ſo think to get 
heaven another way 3 but they will be deceived. 
For all that will live godly in . mark, 

| here are but 
few when they came at the croſs, cry, Welcome 
croſs, as ſome of the martyrs did to the Rake they 
were burned at: Therefore, if you meet uith the 
croſs in thy journey, ia what manner ſoever it be, 


be“ not daunted, and fay, Alas, what ſhall I dg 


now! but. rather take courage, knowing, that by 
the croſs is the way to the kingdom. Can a man 


believe in Chriſt and not be hated by the devil! Can 


he make a profeſſion of this Chriſt, and that ſweet! 
and convincingly, and thezkingdon of Satan hold 
their tongue? or the devil enqure that Chriſt Jeſus: 


| ſhould be honoured both by faith and a heavenly 


converſation, and let that foul alone be quiet! Did 
you never read, that the dragon perſecuted the wo- 
man? And that Chriit ſaith, In the world you lag. 


oh by? I be ninth direction 
Beg of God that he would do tneſ: two things for 
thee:, Pirſt, Eolighten thine underſtanding: And, 
ſecondly, Inflame thy will. It theſe two be but et- 
tectually done, there is no fear thou wilt go ſafe to 
heaven. | WES 


30 Tur HEAVENLY FOOTMAN. 
dervaluing thoughts of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the ſalvation of their ſouls. For when men do come 
to fee things of another world, what a (od, what a 
| Chriſt, what a heaven, and what an eternal glory 

there is to be enjoyed; alfo when they ſee that it is 
poſſible fer them to have a ſhare in it, I tell you it 
will make | them run through thick and thin“ ta 
enjoy it. Moſes baving a fight of this, becauſe Mis 
underſtanding was enlightened, he feared not rbe 
wrath of the king, but choſe rather to ſuffer allfie- 
tions with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleu's 
ſures of fin for a feaſon. He' refuſed to be called 
the ſon of the king's daughter; accounting it won. 
gertul siches to be accounted worthy of ſuffering for 
Chriſt, with the poot deſpiſed ſaints; and that was 
becauſe he ſaw him who was inviſible, and had re- 
ipect unto the recompenſe of reward. And this is 
that which the apoſtle uſually prayeth for in his e- 
piſtles for the ſaints, namely, That they might 
know what is the hope of God's calling, and the 
. riches of the glory of his inheritance in the fairs } 
and that they might be able to comprehend with all 
ſaints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth know- 
- ledge. Pray therefore that God would enlighten 
thy underſtanding; that will be a very great help 
unto thee. It will make thee endure many a hard 


brunt for Chriſt; as Paul faith, After you were il 


luminated, ye endpred a great ſight of affſictions.— 
Lou took joyfully the ſpoiling of your goods, know - 
ing in yourfelves that you have in heaven à better 
and an enduring ſubſiſtence. If there be never fuck 
'4 rare jewel lyibg juſt in à mav's way, yet if le feet 
it not, he will rather trample upon it tharl, Roop fot 
it, and it is Leauſe he fees it not. Why, fo it Is 
here, though heaven be worth never ſo much, and 
thou baſt never fo much need of it, yet if thu ſee f 
not, tht is, have not thy underſtanding 'dpened 
evlightened to ſee, thou wilt not regard at 41: 
Uhereto:e cry to the Lord for entighrening grace, 


J. EE NRgaarsesg ss ages. 
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Tus HEAVENLY FOOTMAY. 30 
ind ſay. Lord, open my eyes: Lord; take the vail 
of my dark heart, ſhe W me the things ot the otner 
world, and let me ſee the ſweetneſs, glory. and 
excellency of them for Chriſt his lake? cp ths: 


firſt. 28 19 


„ue tbenth dinedion, i 
Oey bs God that he would ita they with 110 


wich the things of the other world. For when a 


man's will is folly fer to do ſuch or ſuch à thing, 
then it muſt be a very hard matter that ſhall hinder 
that man from bringing about his end. When Paul's. 
will was ſet refolved[y to go to Jeruſalem, (t& is 


. way fignifted to him betore, what be ſhoule foffer,) 


he was not daunted ab ul; nay, faith he, I am rea + 
dy, (or willing) nor only to be bound, but alſo to. 
die at Jeruſale u for the name of the Lord Jeſus. 
His will was inflamed with love to Chriſt; and tnere 
fore all the perluafions that could be ufed wrought 
nothing at all. 


Tour felf willed people W knows what to do 


with them j; we uf: co tay he wilt have his own will, 


de all what yon can. Indeed to have ſuch a will for 


keaven, is an admieahle advantage to a man tuat id 
reſolved, and hath his wilt fixed, ſaith he, I will do my 
beit to advantage myfelf; 1 will do my vorſt to hinder 
my enemies; I will nut give out as long as I can ſtand. 
4 will have it or-Ewitt loſe my life choagh he fla 
me, yet will Lrenſt i in bim; I wal not let thee go ex- 
e-pt-thou bleſs me. 1 will, I will, O this blef{:d en+ 
famed will far heaven] What is it lite! If a man be 
willing, then an argument ſhalt be matter of encotts | 
agement ; but if unwilling, then any argument (halt 
di(couragementy this is ſeen both in taints and 
finners; in them that ure the children of God, and 
atto thoſe chat are the children of the devil. As, 
1. The faints of old, they being willing and re- 
hol red for heaven, what could ſtop them? Cobld 
fre and faggot, inord or halter, flinkiug dungeons, 
whips, en RT A . an er ttourngs 
gh BU $A > > Rarvings. | 


— 


3: Tas HEAVENLT FOOTMAN 
WY Barving, nakedneſs. &c. and in all theſe things th: 
IT were more than conquerors, through him that loved 
them ; who had alſo made them willing in the day 
of his ower. . 1 Gadd 101. nen % dus : . 
3 Job again, on the other fide, the children of 
the devil, becauſe they are not willing, how many 
ſhifts and ſtarting · holes they will have. I have mar- 
zied a wife, I have a farm, I ſhall offend my land- 
lord, 1 ſhall offend my maſter, 1 ſhall loſe my trad- 
ing, I ſhall loſe my pride, my pleaſures, I ſhall be 
mocked and ſcoffed, therefore I dare not come. 1, 
' - ſaith another, will ſtay till Lam older, till my chil- 
Aren are out, till I am got a little aforehand in the 
p world, till I have done this and that, and the other 
| buſineſs ;— bat alas, the thing is, they are not 
willing: for, were they but ſoundly n 
and a thouſand fuch as theſe, would: hold them no 
faſter than the cords held Samſon, when he broke 
them like burnt flax. Etell you, the will is all; that 
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1 zs one of the chief things which turns the wheel ei- 
=. ther backwards or forwards; and God knoweth that 7 
= tull well, and ſo likewiſe doth, the devil; and theres: 77 
ſiore they both endeavour very much to ſtrengthen 1 
W - the will of their ſervant; God, he is for making ot a 
= His a willing people to ſerve him; and the devil, he . 
=. doth what he can to poſſ: is the will and affedion of 1 
— thaſe that are his with love to fin; and therefore: BT 
 Vhen Chriſt com: cioſe to the matter; iadeed, ſaick * 
de, You will not come tome. How often would 1 ay 
dave gathered vous a hen doth her chickens, but 5% q 
=. you would not. Tae devil hath poſſ- ſſed tueir wills, ue 
5 and ſo long he was ſure enough of them. O theres 15 


5 tore cry hard to God to cuflame thy will, for neaven 
and Chritt : thy will, . I ſay, if that be rightly ſet tor 

heavens thou wilt not he bet eff »igh, dilcaurage- MW 
mente ang this was tae road inst when, Jacob. bel 


by 
[] 
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wreltlzd with the angel, though.ne Joita Jimb,, ws ff ma 
Peres and the hollow of, his, wiga: was, pot out f W 
Joint as he, wreſided with bias, yet, Jai: h. Le, I will ff © 
ot, mark, I wil let thee except thou ble eaf 
Bot, mark, 1 witz not let thee go, except thou bleſs . whe. 


WG 


N 39 
we. "tt thy will the with tene nn? ag re- 
Tolurtt Re 4 all diſconragements, 2 and rhen thou 
goelt fill ſpeec for heaven; but If thou faufter in t 
will. ad be nat found, thert, thou wilt run hobbling 

and Wſting all the way thou runneſt, and affo to be 

fore t. fall ſhore at laſt. The Tord give thee 2 

Had courage. 

Thus häve E done with dire&ing thee how to rag 
Wh kingdom; bur be ſure thou keep in meme 
at have ſaid unto thee. Jeſt thou laſe thy way. 

ecaul, : fe T onld have thee think of them, rake 
1 in ſhort in this Rttle bit of papet. ,.. | 
1. Get into the way: 2 Then ſtudy om it. 3 res 
55 lay afide every thing rhat would Hinder. 


ware of by-paths."5. Do not gaze und ſtare tog 
uch about thee, but be ſure o ponder the paths 
. 6. Do not Rop for any that call after thee, 
a it be the ubeld, the flefh, or the devil; for 
theſe will hinder thy journey, if poffible. 3. Be 
not daumted wich any diſcouragements thou cuteteſt 
with as thou goeff. J. Take heed of tumbling at the Ma 
erdſc.”v ory barg do Cad far an enlightened heart, MM 
and, A Tae mind, 4 Bod sive tet a Proton ny 
ourney. 15 3 
Aa I d quite take my lever thee, let 00 220 
by. thee a few motives along with thee. It may be 
k f be as good as a pair of * to peiek on 
why, apiſh heart in this rich journey. 
Ihe firſt motive. 
char there is no way but this, thou muſt i 
ther win or loſe. If thou winneſt; then heaven; God, - 
Chriſt, glory, eaſe, peace, life, yea, life eternal, is. 
thine; thou ſha be mode equal to the angels in hene 25 
ven ; thoy ſhalt ſorrow no more, ſigh no more, fe! 
tio mort pain; thou ſhalt be out of the reach ot fo, 
hell, death, the devil; the grave, and whatever eg 
may endeavour thy hurt. Rut ebntrariwiſe; and if 
thou loſe, then thy lofß ir heaven, glory, God Chrit. 
aſe, peace, and whatever effe which tendeth to Wal“ 
r Wann to the dine ; befides thou pro- 


cureſt 


\ 
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% Tux: HEA FC 
' - Cyreft eternal deaths. ſorry Wie, vlaci FY * 
. rkneſs, fellov; ip, with devils, n Vith the 
Ws Fxrgialifue | damn elf In of thy vp ſovuk. .- ) 'th 45 a 
1 ve ſecond Native. WET eb 
> ? Conſider 7 5 this devil, th“, hell, dearth ah dam: 
If pation, ſollowethafter thee- e as har 1 2 5 
and have their commiſſion ſo to do by The hw 
Low which thou haſt finned:;, and therefore 
rd's ſake pare baſe. . 2. Ma | 
4000s tbir dne, r I 
"If they: ſeize upon thee before thau get to the: 7 
of reſuge, they will put an roo gee ſtop to 1 
journey. | [This alſo cries; Run for its, 1 * WH 
LESS bling a The fourth motive. 2 25 
Kuow alſo, that now heaven gates. he heart 
13 brd. with bis arms, are wide opeh to receive thee. 
54 * O methinks that this conſideration. thax the dev 
. Lollo welh aſter to deſtroy; and that Chrilk ftandet 0 
4 5 | open. armed to receive, thould, make thee reagh, 0 * 
f 1 N wich all es a Loads Lee 105 
__ fifth motive. r 
i * T7 7 Keep thine eyes ED prize . 8 tus th at t abr 
eie re een the. prob ofit-thou, Fre. like 1 
et. The reaſon hy men are 10 apt to aint in heir 
| * oo rate for heaven, it lieth chiefly. in either of theſe $99 | 
5 ""4hings-: ., b 23 110 
* be They 2 not friouly conſider. rhe workd of ch 
Prize: ore if they do, t Arg z 1s, 109 
Fares for them ; but mutt, ö . 
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* 6 Yoo en pub ons ing, &<;Feport. 
1 evil. pc. eee 4 80 id hunger 2 — 
po peril; by lea, and dee Javd, 1 bonds 2 
I priſonmens, Allo it mage ot bers .cndpre; tÞ; br 
BK ones, ſawn aluager, to Have, their eyss: bored gut 
5 ee ee $5aWps © 
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judge df thee: if they knew thy heart began ts fail 


ot che daiaties timt . tälle bf! O, if be b ones IN 
"quarter of au Bohr 5e Bhbld, to ſee, to feel, 20 talts | I 


re e ere, ? 
tonguss cut out of theft moarhs, boiled in caldrons, | 
thrown: to the Wid beaſts, ' burned! at the fiakes* —» 
whipped at poſts, and à thouſand” other fearful tors' if 
ments, while they looked nbt at the thidgs that ares 
ſeen (as the things ot this world.) but at the'things”. | 
that are not ſeg i ſo the things which are feen are 
temporal 1 but the things which are not ſeen are e. 
ternal, Orbis word eternal, that was it that made 
them, that hen they might have had deliverance, 
they would not accept of it for they knew in che 
world ta come they tould have a better reſurrection. 
2. And do got let the thbughts of the rareneſs'of 

the place make thee lay in thy heart, This is too good 
forme for F'tell thee,” heaven is prepared for whos. _ 
ſneverwill accept of ity and ſhall be entertained wit 1 
heart y- go0d - welcome,” Conſider therefore, that a = 
bad as thou have got ehichery thither Vent ſcrubbed ß, 
beggarty: Laaarus, &. Nay it is prepared forthe” 
poor 2 Hearken, my Belove@ brethren, ſaith ame ?: 
take notice of it hath not God choſen r bk 
this world rich in faith, and heirs! of the kingdom . © 
Therefore take heart and run; man And. 
l ASS PRE dat wette... ole; Il 
Think muchisf them that are gone before. "Fitts 
How eee x operate gx Seconds 
How fate they are in the arms of Jeſtrs ; would the7 
bachers- again, for 4 thouſand worlds? Or if they. 7 
were, would they be afraid that God would bs 
make them de me? Thicdly; What would they 


and: 30 perſuade thee to Hop thy rice?! would they. | 
not & thee a thoufand Hug and ay, O, that be 


tave in thy jourtey. or * vegas to ellore tus 
did bites what we les feel Mut we, feel, and calte. 


aud enjoy, but che chouſandth part of what we enn. 
Jjay/\ Wust whutd be do? What woald he ſuffer ? 
Wust would he lenve undene Would be favoeun- 
619 Would he ve this wortd below? Would ew 1 


* 9 oy  % 
2 75 1 wh %. _— 2 - * - 
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afraid of friends, op ſhrink-at the /mokt ſearſul threat · 
that the greateſt tyrants copld invent te give 
| Ia Nay, thoſe-who, have had hut fight of theſe. 
things. by faith, when they, have been as far off from, 
them as. heaven from earth, yet they have been able. 
to ſay with a comfortable and merr heart, as the, 
bird that ſings in the ſpriag, That and more 
ſball not Gop theq from running to heaven. Some- 
times, when my baſe heart, bath been inclining, ta · 
wards: this, world, and to loiter in my journey to- 
wards heaven, che very conſideration of the glorious 
faints and angels in heaven, hat they enjoy, and 

fog what low, thoughts they have of the things of Las: 
2" world, together, bow they would befool me if they: 
tt | did but know my heart was drawing back, hath c2v+ 


ſed me to ruſh forward, to diſdaia theſe poor, lows 


try if that will quit the coſt. Surely, Abrahaus 
David, Paul, and the reſt of the ſaiats of God, were 
as wile as apy, are now, and yet they loft al for ahis 
glorious kingdom. N love the Lord Jeſus, 
devote thyſelf into bis fear, IH warraat thee he will 
give thee, a goodly recompence. . a.cadery. what ſfayif 
- Gow to this? art. thou relolved to follow me? Nay 
reſolve it thou canli to get before 2 1 cus. has 
Wenk. 1 „ 2 
The ſeventh a 482-2484 
| 15 Toe encourage Thee a little farther, ſet to the Wi 
aud when they, haſt run thyſelf down, weary, then 
doe Lord Jetus will nd. aud carry thee :\ 4s 
W- Botthis enough to ee Sede. ſoul begin his 
race? Thau (pe e but Lam feeble, I 
am lame &c,- well but ri hath a bolom; conhdee, 
therefore, when thou halt rs WY weary: be 
— Kat thee, in bis boſom: 
| Habs with his archs, and carry chem in his boſom, 
1 5 wall geatiy, lead thoſe that are with. young. 
Tuis is che Way, ! which tiber Je 50 encourage 
' (ni their 


il In this heaven is; let us even venture all for it, aud 


* 


empty, beggarlf things, and to ſay. to wy foul, . 
owe, toul, let us not be weary ; let us, ſee what” 


8 4hall gather the 


rat HESVENLY FOOTMAN. f 
their children, ſaying, Run, ſweer 'babs, till thou 


art wenty and then Iwill take thee up and carry thee.” 


He will gather his lambs with his arms; and carry 
_ in his boſom : when they are weary they ſhall 
ride, pe Wh Read BE gs RT's 
n The eight motive. 
Or eſe he will convey new ſtrength ſrom heaven 
into any ſoul, which will be as well, The yonths 


. Nlialf faint and be weary, and the young men ſhall 


utter ly fail; bor they that wait upon the Lord ſhall 
renew their Rrength; they (hall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, 
fhall walk and not be faint, What fhal! Ifay beſi les 
what hath already been ſaid? Thou ſhalt have good 
andeaſy lodging, good and wholeſome diet, the bo. 
ſom of Chrilt to lie in, the joys of heaven to feed on. 
Shall I ſpeak of the ſatiety and of the duration of all 
theſe Verily to deſcribe them to the height is a work 
oo hard for me to do. 12 

. 83 The ninth motive. 

Again, methinks the very iaduſtry of the devil, 

and the induſtcy of his ſervants, &c. thould make 
you that have a deſire to heaven and happineſs to 
run apace. Why, the devil, he loſes no time, fpares 

no pains, alſo neither will his ſervants, both to ſeek 
tue deſtruction of themſelves and others; and ſhall 
not we be as induſttious tor our own ſalvation ? Shall 
the world venture the damnation of their ſouls for a 
poor corruptible erown 3 and thail we pot venture 

the toſs of a few trifles for an eternat ervwn ? Shall 

they venture the loſs of eternal friends, as God to 


love, Chriſt to redeem, the Holy Spirit to comtort, 


heaven for habitation, ſaints and angels for compa- 
ny, and all this to get and hold'communion with un, 
and this world, and « few - baſe, drunken, ſwearing, 

lying. covetous wretehes, like themielves? And ſhall 
not'we labour as hard, run as faſt, ſeek as diligent- 
ly, nay, a hundred times more diligently, for the 
company of theſe glorious eternal friends, though 
with the loſs of ſuch = theſe, nay, wich the loſs of 
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ten thouſand times better than theſe poor, law, baſe 


contemptible things? Shall it be ſaid at the laſt day, 
That wicked men made more haſte to hell, than you 


did make to heaven? That they ſpent more hours, 


days, and that early and late, for hell, than you 
ſpear for that which is ten thouſand thouſand of 
thouſand times better? O let it not be ſo, hut run 
with all might and main. F 


* Thus you ſee I have here ſpoken ſomething, cho“ | 


but little. Now I ſhall come to make ſome uſe and 
application of what hath been ſaid, and ſo conclude. 
| The firſt uſe, 1 l 


You ſee here, that he that will go to heaven, he | 


muſt run for it; yea, and not only run, but ſo run, 
that is, (as I bave ſaid,) to run earneſtly, to run 
continually, to firip eff every thing that would hin- 
der in his race with the reſt. Well then, do you fo 
run. 1 | 5 


into the right way? Art thou in Chriſt's righfeouſ- 
neis ? Do not ſay yes in thy heart, when in truth 
there is no ſuch matter. It is a dangerous thing, 
you know, for a man to think he is in the right ways 
\when he is in the wrong. It is the next way for him 
to lole his way, and not only ſo, but if he run for 
heaven, as thou ſayeſt thou doſt, even to loſe that 
too. O this is the miſery of molt men, to perſuade 
the mſelves that they run right, when they never had 
one foot in the way! The Lord give thee underſtands 
ing here, or elle thou art undone for ever. Prithee, 
ul learch wheu it, was thou turned out of thy ſins 
and righteouſneſs into; the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 


Chriſt. I ſay, doit thou ſee thyſelf in him? And is 


he more precious to, thee than, the whole world ? Is 
thy mind muſing on him? Doſt thou count his com - 
pay more precious than the whole world ?+Dolt 
thou count all things but poor, lifeleſs, empty, vain 
things, without communion with him? Voth bis 
., company ſweeten all things ? and his abſence imbitter 
all things? Soul, I beſeech thee be ſexious, and lay 
6 * * .. i 


1. And now let us examine a little, Art thou got 
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it to heart and do not take things of ſuch weighty 
concernment as the ſalvation or damnation of thy 
foul, without good ground. | 

2. Art thou untaden of the things of this world, 


- as pride pleaſure, profits, luſts, vanities ? What? 


doſt thou think to run faſt enough with the world, 
thy fins, and luſts, in thy heart? I tell thee, ſon}, 
they that have laid all aſide, every weight, every ſin, 
and are got into the nimbleſt poſture, they find work 
enough to run; fo to rua as to hold our. 


, © To run through all that oppoſition, all the joſiles, 


all theſe rubs, over all the Rumbling-blocks, over 
all the ſnares, from all the intenglements, that the 
devil, fin, the world, and their own hearts, lay be- 
fore them: I tell thee, if thou art going heavenward, 
thou wilt find it no ſmall or eaſy matter. Art thou 
therefore diſcharged and unladen of theſe things ? 
Never talk ot going to heaven if thou art not. It is 
to be feared thou wilt be found among the many 
that will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able. 
TS. I | T be ſecond uſe. 
If ſo, then in the next place, what will become of 
them that are growing weary before they have got 
balf way thicher ? Why, man, it is he that holdzth 
out to the end that muſt be faved ; it is he that over» 
cometh that ſhall inherit all things it i; not every 
one that begins, Agrippa gave a fair lep tor a 
ſudden, be lteps almolt into the boſom of Chrilt in 
leſs than halt an hour. Thou (ſaich he to Paul) 
haft almoſt perſuaded me to be a Chriitian. An! 
but it was but almoit; and to he had as good been 
never a whit ; he tiept- fair indeed, but ſtopt ſbort; 
he was hot while he was at it, but he was quickly 
out of wind. O this but almoſt! I tell you tuis but 
almoſt, it loſt bis ſoul. Methinks I have ſeen ſome : 
times how theſe poor wretches that get but almoit to 
heaven, how fearfully their almolt, and their but al- 
moſt; will torment them in hell: when they hall 
ery out in the bitterneſs ot their ſouls, ſaying, als 
& a Chriſtian, I was al moſt got into the king dom, 
Eat n almoit 
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almoſt out of the hands of the devil, almoſt ont of 
my fins, almoſt, from under the curſe -of God g al- 
moſt, and that was all, almoſt, but not altogether 
O that I ſhould he almoſt at heaven, and ſhould not 


go quite through ! Friend, it is a ſad thing to d 
down before we are in heaven, and to grow. Weary - 
before we come to the place of reſt; and if it ſhould. 

be thy caſe, I am ſure thou doſt not ſo run as to ob? 


tain, But again, = 
The third uſe. . 

In the next place, What then will become of them 
that ſome time fince were running poſt- halle to hea» 
ven, ( inſomuch that they ſeemed to out- ſtrip many.) 
but row are running #s faſt back again? Do you 
think thoſe will ever come thither 2: What, to run 
back again to fin, to the world, to the devil, back a- 
gain to the luſt ot the fleſh * Oh 1 Ir hadbeen better 
lor them not to have known the way of righteouf: 
veils, than after they have known it, to turn (to 


turn back again) trom the holy commandment. 
Thoſe men ſhall not only be damned for fin, but for 


proteſſing to all the world that fin is better tlian 
Chriit : For the mau that runs back again he doth 


as good as fay, I have tried Curiſt, and I have tried 


fin, and 1 do not find fo much profit in Chriſt as in 
in. | I fay this man declareth this, even by his run» 
ning back again. O ſad! What a doom they will 
have, Who were almoſt at heaven gates, and then 
run back again. If any draweth back, ſaich Chritt,, 
my foul thall have no pleature in him. Agair, No 


man having put his hand to the plough, that is, ſet 
forward (in the ways of God) and looking back, 


(turned back again] is fit for the kingdom ot heaven. 
And it not fit for che kingdom of heaven, tnen for 
certain he muſt nzed$ be fit for the fire of hell: And 
therefore, (faith the apolite,) thoſe that bring torin 
theſe apoſtatiſing fruits, as briars and thorns,” are 


rejected, being nigh unto curſing, whoſe end ists 
be burned. there is never anucher Chriſt to lav 


hem by bleeding aud; dying for them! And if they 


WM 
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£ ſhall not eſcape that neglect (then how ſhall they 
* eſcape that reje& and turn their backs upon) ſo great 
4 ſalvation? and if the righteous, that is, they that 
t run for it, will find work enough to get to heaven, 
it then where will the ungodly backfi-ding ſinner ap- 
1 | © pear? Or if Judas the traitor, or Francis Spira the 
d backſlider, were but now alive in the world to whiſ- 
in: ; per theſe men in the ear a little, and tell them what 


it hath coſt their ſouls for backfliding, ſurely ic 
would ſlick by them, and make them afraid of run 


n ning back again, ſo long as they had one day to live: 
| ia this world. | 
) tf 8 44 The fourth uſe. f 5 
u . $0 again, fourihly, how like to theſe men's ſuffer- 
n ings will thoſe be, that have all this while ſar (till, 
a. and have not ſo much as-ſet one foot forward to the 
r kingdom: of heaven, Surely he that backſlideth,, 
. and he that fitteth ſtill in the fin, they are both of 
0 one mind; the one he will not ſtir, becauſe he loveth 
ts his fins, and the things of this world; the other is un. 
r ungodly one that did look after him, and is it not one 
n and the ſame thing? They are all one here, and ſhall 
h not one and the ſame hell hold them hereafter? He 
4 is an ungadly one that never looked after Chriſt, and 
n be is an ungodly one that did once look after hugs 
* and then ran quite back again; and therefore that 
11 word mult certainly drop out ot the mouth of · Chriſt 
A againſt them both, Depart. from me ye cuiſed into 
by everlailing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 
0 | The fifth ule. 
b Again, here you may ſee, in the next place, that 
© is, They that. will have heaven, mult, run for it ;. 
1. then this calls aloud to thoſe who began but a while 
0 fince to run, I ſay, for them, to mend their pace if 
4 they intend to win; you know that they which come 
n hindmoſt, bad need run faſteſt, Friend, i tell thee, 
re there be thoſe that have run ten years to thy one, 
a0 nay, twenty to one, and yet if thou talk with them, 
" ſometimes. they will ſay, they doubt they ſhall, come 
7 late enough. How then will it be with thee? Look 
ta it.therefore-that thou delay no time, nor an hour's. 


Ka 


D 3 time 


. 2» 2 
„then, 
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lime, but part ſpeedily with all, 'whh every thing 


that is an'hindrance to thee in thy journey, and run : 


2 


yea, and fo run that thou mayeſt obtain. 
= nn 
Again, fixthly, You that are old profeſſors, take 


you heed that the young ftriplings of Feſus, that be- 
gan to ſtrip but the other day, do not out- run you. 
ſo as to bave that ſcriptnre fulfilled on you, The 


firſt hall be laſt, and the laſt firſt 3; which will be a 


ſhame to you, and a credit to them. What, for 4 


young ſoldier to be more courageous than he that 
hath been uſed to wars! To ybu that are hinder» 
'moſt, I ſay, ſtrive to out-run them that are before 
you; and you that are foremoſt, I ſay, hold your 
ground, and keep before them in faith and love, -if 
poſſible: for indeed that is the right running, for 
ane to ſtrive to out-run another; even for the hin. 
dermoſt to endeavour to overtake the foretnolt,- and 
- he that is before, ſhould be ſure to lay out himſelf ra 
Keep his ground, even to the very utmoſt. But 


The ſeventh uſe. 


Again, How baſely do they behave themſelves. 


how unlike are they to win, that think it enough to 
keep company with the hindermoſt ? There are tome 


þ B men that profeſs themſelves ſuch as run for heaven 
Ws well as any; yet if there be any lazy, flothtnl, 


cold, half-hearted profeſſors in the country, they 


will be ſure to take example by them ; they think if 


they can but keep pace with them they ſhall do fair; 


but thoſe do not confder that the hindmoſt loſe the 
prize. You may know it if you will, that it coſt the 


foolith virgins dear for their coming too late. They 
that were ready went in with him, and the door u as 


ſhut. Afterwards (mark) afterwards cam: the o- 
ther (the foolith) virgins, ſaying, Lord, open to us: 
But he-anſwered and laid, depart, I know you net. 


| . Depart, lazy pt ofeſſors, cold proteffors, ſlothful pro- 


1 ſeſſors. Ol methinks the word of God is ſo plain 


tor the overthrow of your lazy profeſſors, that it is 
5 18 : . 5 * to 
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8 to be wondred men do take no more notice of it. 
& How was Lot's wife ſerved for running lazily, and 
for giving but one look behind-her, after the things 

the left in Sodom? How was Eſau: ſerved for ſtay. 


0 ing too long before he came for the bleſſing? And 
"a how were they ſerved that were mentioned*in the 
1% 13th of Luke, for flaping till the door was thu: ?. 
Fr Alſo the foolilth virgins ; a heavy -after groan will" 
1 they give that have thus ſtaid too long. It turgeds 
14 Lot's | wife into a pillar of falt: it made Efau wecp- 
t wieh an exceeding lond and bnter-cry; it made Ju- 
1 das havg himſelf; yea, and it will make thee curſe- 


the day in which thou watt born, if thou miſs of the 


e 
r kingdom, as thou wilt certainly do, if 'this be thy- 
b courſe. But, . Hh. * 1834 ; 2 
Fo nen ö 0 -The eighth uſe, | | . f 
" 'Again, How, and if thou by thy lazy running 
& ſhouldti not only deftroy thyſelf, but alſo thereby be. 
o the cavſe of the damnation of ſome other, for thou 
t being a profe for, thou muſt think that others will? 
b take notice of thez; and becauſe thou art but 
ö r, cold, lazy runner, and one that ſeeks to drive 
. the world and pleaſures along with thee: wiky, theres: 
0 by others will think ot doing ſo ioo. Nay, ſay they, 


why may not we as well es he? He is a profeſſor, 
and yet he ſeeks for pleaſures, riches, profits; he 
joveth vain company, and is fo and ſo, and profeſs 
teth that he is going for heaven; yea, and he faith 
alſo he doth not fear but he ſhall have entertain 
ment; let us therefore ſeek peace with him, we ſhall 
tare no worte than he. O how fearful a thing will 
it be, if thou (hall be inſtrumeatal to the ruin of o- 
thers by thy halting in the way of righteouſneſs! 
Lock to it, thou wilt have flrength little enough to 
appear betore God, to give an account. of the loſs of 
thy ſoul; thou needett not have to give an account” 
for others j why, thou didſt top them from entering 
in. How wilt cnou an{wer that ſaying, you would. 
not enter in yourielves, and them that would you 
Linder; tor that-ſaying will be eminently fulfilled on 

1 by | 9 ok 88 them 
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them that though their own idleneſs do keep them- 
ſelves out of heaven; and by giving" nn the yes 
example, hinder them alſo. » wor 1g 

The ninth uſe. 
; *PberefGre,” now to fpeak' a 2 woty to v bo of yous 
and ſo I ſhall conclude, © 
1. I beſeech you, in the name ol « our Lord 10 
Chriſt, that none of you do run ſo-lazily in the way 
to heaven as to hinder. either yourſelves or others. 
I know that even he which runs lazieſt, if he ſhould 
ſee a man running for a temporal life, if he ſhould 
ſo much negle& bis own well-being in this world, as, 
'to venture, when he is a-running for his life, to pick 
up here and there a lock of woot that bangeth by. 
the way-ſide, or to ſtep now and then aſide put of, 
the way for to gather up a ſtraw or two, or any 
rotten Rick ; I ſay, if he ſhould do this ben ke is 
running for bis life, thou wouldſt condemn him; 
and doſt thou not condemn thyſelf that doſt che very 
ſame in effect, nay worſe, that loitereſt in thy race, 
not withſtanding thy ſoul, heaven, glory, and all i- at 
ſtake. Have a care, have a care, poor wretched. ſin- 
ner, have a care. 

2. If yet there ſhall be any that, notwichlanding 
this advice, will ſtill be flagging and loitering in the 
way to the kingdom of glory, be thou ſo wile as net 
io take example by them. Learn of no man farther 
than he followeth Obel But look into Jeſus, who. 
d not only the author and finiſher of faith, but who. 
did, for che joy that was ſet before him, endure the 
Toſs, deſpiſe the ſhame,” and is now ſet down, at. 
the right hand of God; I ſay, lock to no man te 
learn of him no farther than he tolloweth Chriſt. 
Be ye followers of me, (ſaich Paul,) even as 1, am 
of Chrilt, 1 Cor. xi. 1. "Though he was, an emi- 

nent man, yet his exhortation was, that none ſhould 

Len h uy farther chan he folla ved Cuci. 
Provocation. 

J. Me thac. you may be provoked to run wich the 

foremoſt, take. notice of chis. W. Lot and his 
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tains, to ſave their lives, it is ſaid, that his wife look - 


ed back from behind. him, and-ſhe-became'a pillar. 


of fait; and yet ydu ſee that neither her practice, 


nor the judgment of God that fell upon her for the 
ſame, would cauſe Lot to look bet ind him. I have 


ſometimes wondered at Lot in this particular; his 


wife looked behind her, and died immediately, but 


let What would become of her, Lot wanld not ſo 
much as look behind him to ſee her. We do not 
read that he did fo, much as once look where the 
was, er what was become of her; his heart was in- 


deed upon his Journey, and well it might: theres 


was the mountain before him, and the fire and brim- 
ſtone behind bim: his life lay at Rake, and he had 


Lott it it be had but looked behind him. Do thou ſo 
run: and in thy race remember Lot's wife, and re- 


member her doom; and remember for what that 
doom did overtake her; and remember that God 


made her an example for all lazy runners, to the end. 
of the world; and take heed- thou tall not after the 


ſame example. Bu. — 45 257 
Ik this will not provoke thee, conſider thus, 1. 


Thy ſoul ip thy own foul, that is either to be ſaved - 


or loſt ; thou thaltinot loſe my foul by thy'lazineſs; 
Kis thy oon foul, thy own eaſe, thy own peace, thy. 
den advantage or diſadvantage, If it were my 


on that thou art deſired to be good unto, methinks 
reaſon thould move thee ſomewhat to pity it, Buy 
alas, it is thy own, thy on foul. : What thall ic 


profit a man it he hall gain the whole world, and 
toſe- his own ſoul? God's people with: well to the 


fouls- of others, and wilt not thou with well to thx 


own? Audit this will not provoke thee; then think, 


Agaia, 2, If thou loſe thy ſoub, it is chou Han 
that muit bear the blame. It made Cain ſtark mad. 
to conſider that he had not looked to his brothe“? 


Abel's ſoul. How much more will it perplex thes · co 


wink, that tho 
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wiſe were running from carſed: Sodom de the mount © 
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if this will Toes provoke bien 0 beltir ae e 6 


| agsing . ns NS; 
Re That if tow wilt not vb, the people M 504 
are reſolved to deal with thee even as Lot dealt with 


his wiſe; that is; leave thee behind them. It may 


de thou baft a father, mother, brother, &e. going 
poli haſte to heaven, wouldſt tou be _—_ by 2 
g- behind, them? Surely, o. 

Again, 4. Will it not be a dithonout to 940 
fee the very boys and girls in the country to have 
more wit than | thyſelf? It may be the ſervants of 
ſome men, as the houſekee per, phowman, ſeullion, 
Kc. are more looking after heaven than their muſ 
ters. I am apvto think ſometimes, that more ſer - 


2 8 brd than maflers, that more tenants than land- 


rds, will 'inheri: the kingdom of heaven. But 


. is not this a ſhame for them that are ſuch? I am 


perſuaded you feorn that your ſervants ſhould lay 

that) they are wiſer than you in the things of. this 

world; and yet I am bold to ſay, that many of 

them are wiſer than you in the things of the world 

| en which are of greater concernment. 
„ Epoſtulatien 

- Well then, finger, What ſayeſt thou? Where i is thy 


\ 


4 b : ; Kenre 2; Wilt thou run Art thou reſolved ro. rip-? 


Or art thou not? Thiak quickly, man, it is no-dat 
hing in this matter. Conter not with fleſu and 
blood ;_ look up to heaven, and fee how thou likeſt 

it; allo.to bell, (of which thou mayeſt underſtand 
lomething in my book, called, A few fighs from 
_ - hell; or, The groans of a damned ioul, which Pwiſh 
Fou to read ſeriouſly over,) and uccordiugly devote 
bhylelt, If thou doſt not know the way, enquire at 
word of God 1 if thou wanteſt company; cry 
lor God's Spirit; if thou wanteſt eacauragement, 

entertain the promiſes: Rut be. ſure thou begin 447% 

| Unves'; get into tue way, run apute, and hüld unt 
to the 8 ene the eng 
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M Jobs Bbnyan das born at Elſfo « ih the 
county of Bedford, *within a little mile of that 
towh,"#a"the year” 1628, of honeſt, but very poor! 
ret ts, his oripinal being ſo mean aud deſpicable, 
father by trade a. mender of pots or kercles, vul- 
| gerly' Called a tinker z that I know not in whom! dhe 
words &f cle great Aboſtte to the Gentiles, in his firſt | 
chapter bf the Brit” epiſtle ro the Corinthians *; 
were more fully +2&<plifi-d, than in Mr. Baa» | 
Tanz che Words art theſe, For you ſee your. 
"exlling, brethren; how that not many wile mem 
«ter the fleth, not many mighty, not many | * 
noble are W but r -hath choſen the foolith um 
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4 e Mr. von t. 55 * 
n things of the world to confound the wiſe 3 that 4 4 
fei might glory E And thi | 
|  bimidf-was ready upon all-vocafions to own} 

; God might have the glory of his awn grace; for 
thought his original and birth was but poor and def- 
piled, yet it pleaſed God to chuſe him before many 
others to be an Rey for the bringing 8 

y ſquls.uato God; a chat the grace -of G 
pry was given en may be the more exteedingly 
| magni rwe will give ſome brief account of what 
he was before the grace of God appeared to him. 
His parents wok cure to gife him that learning 
that was ſuitable to their condition, bringing him up 
to read and write; but ſo great was his natural de- 
pravity, and his proneneſs to all evil, that be quiek- 
iy forgot both, being c. ly wiſe ta do evil; but NO do 
or le a chat which was good he had no heart or 
knos ledge ; addicting himſelf ſo much in his very Gt 
childhood to curſin , wearing, lying, and blaſpheme with 

. . that he had few equals-in wickedneſs; inſo- N7 

that Fremember I hate hegr$ him y, with upon 

pac ol of heart, he was a town ſinner, that is to ſay, 4 


one votoriouſly wicked, by all the town where he 2 
lived: Yet was not bis conſcience Teared, © 2 
Bat notwirhſtandiug all this wickedneſs of vie ot lig 


God did not uiterly leave him, but followed him bp 

=> ſometimes with convictions, aud ſometimes with | I 
_ jodgments,, but yet ſuch, as had in them a wixture I 268 

of mercy : At one time he fell | into a creck of the ſea, 

| and then Hardly eſcaped drowning ; and at another 

| time fell o ont. of a boat into Bedford river, but there 

- He was alſo pte ſerved, though with difficulty ;. But, 

| ales ! if was neither mercy nor judgment: that could 
a 55 awaken bim, for he hath ie nimſelf up to the 
ove of Hin, and after 2 as reſolved co 80 o 

_ whatever rue he met wich in 7 a en 
Let God left not himſelf without a chi in his, 
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the Lord , and with What words and promiſes; . 
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1 1 up under their. Aae, 
He het 2 xe wiſe Sete of. the . 7 
N ak of; their. own. hearts and of their unbelief 4, Af 
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be was willing ry overload 
dering of b moment e 
ee was willing to put hienlfelf upon. the 
ꝓhether had faith or na. But Site de mas 
— tu pony 9h bs. he ould: make. ee R 
=» matters. the tentpter ſought to gain ap-advan» 
upon him, comidg!in with this deluſion, That 
as no. way for bim to try/whether he had. 
Hut by tryi t work ſome 3 
"it for as he 
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10 67 5 5 E 
dep-4 juſt as he was going to 
this 2 oo ght. came, into-his mind, pray first, 
God. would make vou able and when Ref was 1 | 
Wy had ſome ſecret impulle — < ++ 
him dot to put his ſaick upon that trial. 
Ire cqntinuert for fome time at leon, 
ng-whether he had faith or note 
tort he had paſſed many days in this diſcon-* 
folate have, it pleaſed the *oprakige. eee 
1 uke ir 88, 
come in. n kidule, ma, 
22 * room Thee laſt wan 
conſolation, 9 fall an. 


eg; An 3 e 
gave him abun- 


more were his temptations ar ſundry käme, 

den divers. occafions, but God delirenred him out | 

0 AA open ali ſet his feat i E 
I e Joy and ee 


* Him, and bow! eminent! y/ 
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Abaut the yean 165 3. he was baptized, aud ad- 


mitted # member at the ehurehiat © Bedford who ba- 
ving had n of Jod chat wa | 
God had ffrted h for he 


Vork of the malſtry; he Was earneſtly deffred by the 


Longres ation teen municate to them thoſe ſpixituad- 
gifts with which God had bſeſfed him: he at firſt ve- 
ry modeſtiy excuſed” klinſelf,” out of 4 ſenſe of his 
own deakfeſs and inabiltty but being further pref- 
. fed unto it by them, he'conſeated; bit thro? his Ba- 
- Filtieſs, didnt firſt decline public afembly;an@ Wife 
penſed bis pificonly In privace Smong: phaged Brown 
d wag with fo much life aud power, and fo ente 
 — k..ghy: te their tdificarion, that they bond not but- 
give thanks to the Father of mereicy fo che great 
© prace be had beſtowed upon him 9907 » | 
»Atter this when ſome of the congregation were 
ſent for into the country to'teach, they deſtred Me. 
Bunyan to go along with them, which (according 
be did, and by their perſuaſion did exerciſe his g 
_ *{but ſtil} privately) among the good people where he 
came: which they alſo received with rejoicing at the 
- mercy of God ſhewed towards him, profeffing their 
Jouls were greatly edifie& thereby; 
At the ſeſſions he was indicted for an upholder and 
maintainer of unlawful afſemblies and conventielee, 
and for not conforming to the church of Eagland. 
Mx, Bunyan was a man of a free and open Tpirit; 
and would not diſſemble to ſave: himſelf, eſpecially 
in his Maſter's cauſe, and therefore frankly owned 
his being at a meeting, and preaching to the peppfe, 
and that he was a diſſenter from the eftabliſhed'wor- 
thip, acknowledging fas the apoſtle Pani hath done 
betore him) that alter the way which they calfed he! 
xely, ſo worſhipped he the God of his fathers.” The 
jultices took this open and plain dealing with chem, 
for a conſeſſion of the indictment, aud ſentenced him 
| ko perpetual baniſhment, becauſe he refuſed to con- 
_ form, in purſuance of an a& made by the then par- 
laments Upon which he was agaid committed to | ti 
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priſop ; here. thongh his ſentepoe of beni 
was nr wh ated Been N Fer el kl 


priſpn for twelve yeats together bearing keit ten- 
our imprifagiment in an yncomfortable and te pris! _ - 


Pn, and ſhmetimes under cruel and opprefity* able 1 


erz, wich that chriſtian-'patience and preſzoes of 
mind, as hecome a minjſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and fuch” 
a cauſt as de was engaged tp, and ſuffered for. 
e fe Foes fire yp, thereto: Wi 
very many, yet were-they witheld by a divide pw: 
from executing the ſentenge of his baniſhment: For 
God Had Sther' work for him to do, ig England z 
Aud When bis bands and impriſonment, 'thro* tube 
oyer:xvtiag providence af that God who is both “e 
derkut in"councit}, and' excellent in working, tended: 
much to the furtheranęe of the Goſpe!, and by his 
ſufkerſugt, Here, he confirmed and ſealed the truths 
Which Yeofe ue had preac het. 
- tt Was dy making him a viſit in priſon that 1 4 | 
faw bim and became acquainted with him, and 
muſt canfefs 1 conld not but look upon him to bee 
man of an exceſſent fpirit, Lats for his Maſter's * 
his own conf _ 
l was there, 
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mighty fpirit of faſth 41d pleroptiory of diving alle. 
ance, that has made'me Rand and wonder. * 
Nor did he, while he was in priſon, ſpend his time 
in a ſupine and carelels manner, nor eat the bread of _ _ 
idlenefs ; for there have I been witneſs, that his own _ 
hands have miniſtred to his and bis family's neee ſſr. 
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es, to fill up the vacancies of his time, which be 
had learned ſince he had been in priſon. There gl. 
I ſurveyed his library, the leaſt, e 1 
and the book of martyrs. And during his impriſons, 


# 


chat ever I ſaw, conſiing ooly of rwo 


veral excellent and nſeful treatiſes, particularly, The 
holy city, Chriſtian behaviour, The r̃eſurrection of 
the dead, and grace abohnding to the chief of ſin» 
ners: with ſeveral others. - . - . .. - 
I cannot leave the ſubject of his impriſonmene, till. 
I have given the reader a talte of his experience 
” there: Heprofeſſcth he neyer had ſo great an inlet 
all his life into the word of God as then, Thoſe. 
fſeriptures that he ſaw nothing in before, were, when, 
in priſon, made to ſhine upon him, Jeſus. Chriſt was 


._ . there; ſaid he, I have ſeen him and felt him indeed. 
And that word, Pet 2. 17. We have not preached. 
”  - unto you cunningly devifed fables, wax a bleſſed: 
word unte him there; he has at ſometimes been fo 
carried up above all fears and temptations, 'that he: 
has been able to laugh at deſtruction, and to fear 
neither the horſe nor his rider. Uhere it was that 
God gave him ſweet and precious ſights of the for- 
giveneſs of his fins, and being with Jeſus in another 
world. Yea, there it was that he found upon every 
| temptation God ſtood by him and rebuked the tewp- 
—_— : | 8 


But notwichllanding all this, he found he was 4 


wan compaſſed with inhrmities, and as a concern- 
ment tor his poor wife and children would now and 
then be thruſting in, the parting from whom would 


de to him like the pulling of bis fleſh from his bones : 


(for he was both a loving and tender huſband, and 


ve - ma indulgent tather, perhaps ſomewhat to a tault) | 


and the many iniſeries, hardſhips and want that bis 
poor family was like to meet withal, it he ſhould be 
taken from them, would often come. into his mind, 

| + Epeccially his daughter who: was blind, which tay 


ment, {fince I have ſpoke of his library} he writ. fe», 


pever more real and apparent to him than then. For. 


__ "nearer: 
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Kill, he fell fick of a violeat fever. which he bore 
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Agarer bis heart than-all the reſt; und the thong 
of her. zndyring bardſhip, would at Tometimies be ule 
moſt ready to break his heart. But be fbund- Gd 

- gracions to him, even in this particular alſo; greats | 
Iy ſupporting him by theſe. two ſerip · ures, Jer. 49 
11, and Chap. 15 11. Leave thy fat herbeſs chile 
dren, I will preſerve them alive; and let thy widow 
truſt in me. The Lord ſaid it ſhall go well with thy + 


remnant ; verily, I will cauſe' thy enemies to treat 
thee well in the time of vil — 

_ Aﬀter this bleſſed man had ſuffered twelve years 
and a half impriſoament for the teitimony of a good 
conſcience, and ſtopt the mouths of his greateſt ene · 


mies, by his holy, harmleſs and inoffenſi ve converſa- 
tiop ꝛ it pleaſed Gd to ſtir up the ucart of Dr, Bar- 
low, Biſhop of Lincoln, to be a means of his delivers - | 
ance,' which I mention to the biſhop's honour. * - 


After this, being at liberty, he would frequently 


look back upon farmer deliverances, and bleſs God : 
of which ſome were exceeding remarkable, and none 


more ſo than that which I am going now to relate: 
Being a ſoldier in che pacliamenr's army at the 
ſie ge of Leiceſter, in 1645, he was drawn out to ſtand 
ceotinel, but another , ſoldier voluntarily defired to 

6 in his room which Mr. Bunyan conſenting to, 


e went, and as he ſtood centinel there, was ſhot in- 


to the head with z muſket bullet, and died. | 
This was a deliverance that Mr. Bunyan would of- 
ten mention, but never without giving thanks to 


Gadd - | 


The laſt at of his life was a labour of love and 


charity; for a young gentleman, who was Mr. 
Bunyan's neighbour, having fallen into the diſple - 
ſure of his father, he defired Mr. Bunyan to be the 


happy inſtrunient of making up the breach, which 
be .both-undertook and happily effected, bur in his 


return to London, being undercaking with exceilive __ 
rains, and coming into his lodgings very wet, which 


was Mr. Strudwick's a grocer at the {tar upon Sno s- 
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* en d er:ftancy; and patience; reſi gning 
telt up tobe diſſolved, that e might be 15 Chrift - 
and in this rol» frame of ipirit, after a ficknefs bf 
ten "ox R breathed: ous bis fout: into the hanas 3 
of bis bleſſed Redeemer, following his happy pil- | 
itim rom due city of Deſtruction to | the keaventy 
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. before, and therefore I mu'i direct you to t ay, 8 
for the right. anderftanding of it. You have it thus x 8B 
He 1 25 to his own, but bits own recejved him not 8 
but as many as believed on him, to ther gabe he 
1 to become the ſon ſons of God, even to them tft 

lie ve on his name; Which were born, hot of - 
blood, nor of the will 97 the fleſu, but 1 God. Ia 
the words before, vou bave two thing 


1. Some of his en hie whi 70 Wine, 
Nakeif e . 
Others n receiving bim and triaking 
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First, I will ſhew yoy what he means by blood; 


6, 1555 that believe are born to it, as an heir is to an \ 
uf prey 7 2% are born of God, nom af fleſh, nor 


t af {@ad : not of blodd, that 
eee n, 52 born to the kingdom of 
heaven by the fle h; not becauſe I am the ſon of a 


that arſt} at: Act 
4.0 pos of ypadels thr goes oc * nitrfonty 


of neo 


But when he ſays here, Not of blood, he rejedts all | 
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carnal privi they did. . of, Trey boa 

They were Abr shame 1 No, no, ſays be, 

not. Of. blood. Think not to ſay, you have Abraham 

nee rene e muſt den of Oed if; you go 
ingagm a 

ts ee Not of the ewiiroFihe bek. "Wh kt mult 
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*Fir't, It is taken for theſe vehement iurnations 
that arg in man to all manner of looſegeſs, 4uJbi 

9 55 of 7 elt 1 that muſt not be ale N 
a ade the children of If God. by kuf. 
hey e deſirez. It muſt be e underfipod- 

ue, by. bi it ſenſe s 4 There is not only is carnal. 
13 he vile, but there is ü them / » win vg | 
E. 155 alſo; Va will to g0 0 heaven allo,” - But this 


vill 40 it will not privilege a maß in the 
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that Iſhmael may be faved, know this, it will not fave - ©: 


pray for their children, and ery forithem, and rea · 


does nor ſay they mall de born to lit, but they are 


| wo he cannot 15 it before he be begotten of God:; 


I. I in gire you a clear eſeription of it under 


vob; ſo + child of God, before e be bora again 


fand, as if the apoflle WR 
of lite to be the way to h_ 


| out grace, though he ha 


not obtain a privilege to g en 
fon of God: Though a man N 
have a will to be ſaved, yet he can 
God's way; nature, it cannot know any thin 
the things of nature ; the things — 
man, but by the Spirit of God; unleſs the Spirit of - 
God be in you, it will leave you on this ſide the gates 
of heaven: Not of blood, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. It may be ſome have a will, a deſire 


- child.” If it was our will, I would have you all 
g0 to hedven. How many is there in the world, that 


dy to dle, and this will not do? God's -will is the 
rule of all, it is oy through Jeſus Chriſt, which 
was born, not of fleſh, . the will of man; bue - - * 
of God, Now I come to the doctrine. 5 037 $6 4088 '— 
Men that Believe in Jeſus Chriſt, to the e ffectusl * 
receiving aſ Jeſus Chriſt, they are born to it: He 


born 10 it; born of God. unto God, and the things 
of God, ae he receives God to eternal-fatration. . 
Except @ man be born again he cannot ſee the king» 
dom of God. Now unleis he be born of God he can» 
not ſee it. Sup poſe the kingdom of God be what it. 


oſe it be the goſpel, he cannot ſee it befote he 
ought into a ſtate of regeneration ; believing is 

be trough uence of the new birth; "Not of bloed, 
nor df the will of man, but of Gd. i 99 


one ſimilitude or two; A ed before it be bot n inte 5 
the world, is in the dark dungeon of its be < 


is. in the dark dungeon of Un, fees nothing ef- the 


dane "God therefore is w called: a 98 dirthe, 
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2 e ee KY Id 
WP ic is compare fo 2 wan 
. A rave Band. to be again, 
15 > be rated 0 the grave of fia: Awake thou 

ol aged. and ariſe, from the dead, aud Chciſt 

all give thee light... To be be .raiſed.. from the veg ve 
of Gn, is to be begotten and born, Reu. 1. 8. — 
in a laous inſtance of Chriſt. He is the firt re 
ten from the dead, unto which our regeneration al- 
lndeth 3 that is, if, you. be born. again h ſeeking 


bet wirt Chriſt's reſurredtion and, the new birth. 


world, and tranſlated out of the Kiagdom of this 
dark world into che kingdom of his dear Son, and 
made us live a new life; this is to be born again; 
- and be. that is delivered. from che mother's: womb, 
it is by the help of the mother ; ſo he that i is born 
of God, it is by the Spiciz of God. I muſt give you 
a feu conſe quences ot a new birth - - 
1. Firſt of all, A child, you know, is incident to 
as ſoon as it comes into the world ; for if there 
be no noiſe; they ſay, it is dead 3 You: that are born 
of and chriſtians, if yo ou be not criers, there is 
no ſpiritual lite in you. If you. be born ot God you 
my crying ones, as ſoon. as he has raiſed you out of 
the dark dungeon of ſin; but cannot vou cry to God, 
bat muſt I do to be ſaved? As ſoon. as ever God 
| had-tquched the gaoler, be crizs out, Men and bte- 
thren; what muk L do to be ſaved ? Oh! how 225 
prayerleſſ profeſſors is there in London, that 5 
pray ? Coffee houſes will not let you pray, trades. 
not let you pray, look glafizs will not lex 
pray ; but if you. was born of Cod, you. a would: 
2. It is nat only natural for a child to cry, Wa 


true trial of a new born babe: The new born babe 
alice the lincere milk of dne. werd. chat be may 
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thoſe things that are above, then there i is 2 fimilitude 
which was born, which was reſtored out of this dark 
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prow thereby; Tt you 
nifeſt by deſirin the b 
for the milk of the promifes ti 
Wwhen'he' is in the world,” an- 
brought unto Jeſes Chriſt, Iſajah 


| | be n o 
ſatisfa@ion till you get the milk of God's word inte | 
your fouls,' Tfaiah Ixvi, 11. To ſuck and be ſatisfied 
with the breaſts of confolation's O what is a promiſe 
ro u varnal man; a whore-loufe. it may be, is more 
ſweet to him, but if you be born again, you cannot 
live without the milk of God's word. What is a 
wotman's breaſt to a horſe ? but what is it to a child? 
There is its comfort night and day, there is its ſus · 
cour night and day; O how. loth are they that it 
ſhould de taken from rhem; minding heavenly, 


things ſays a carnal man, is but vanity, but to a 


child of There is his comfort. 
3 A child that is newly born, if it have not other 
comforts to keep it warm, then it had inns mother's. 
womb, it dies; it muſt have ſomething got fer its 
Tuccour; fo Chrift had ſwaddling-cloaths prepared for 
bim; fo thoſe that are born again, they muſt have 
ſome promiſe of Chrift to keep them alive; thofe 
that are not in a carnal ſtate, they warm theinſelves 
with -other things; but thoſe that are born again, 
they 'eannot live without tome promiſe of Chriſt to 
keep them alive; as We did to the poor infant in 
Ezekiel xvii: I covered thee with embroidered gold ; 


and when women are with child, what fine thirigs  ”. 


will our PTL tor rheir child f O bot what fine 
things bas *Chrift prepared to Wrap all in that are 


born again? O what wrappiugs of gold Has Chrut 


prepared to wrap all in that are born again! We- 
men may dreſs their chiſdren, that every one may 


K be them how fine they are; fo he in Extkiehzvi. 11. 


1 dicked t ee alſo with ornaments, and | pet 


bracelets upon thy hands; and a chain on thy deck, 

ant I put a jewel on thy forchead, and ear-rings in 

thine ears, aud a beautiful crown vpon thine head 4 
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Chriſt, and the graces of the 
a new born babe cannot live un- 
Neiden, riphteoſne ſs of Chriſt. 
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mother rides great delight to have that which will 

| be for its comtort, ſo it is with God's children, they 
hall be kept on biz knee, Iſaiah. lxvi. 1 1. They ſhalt 
Fuck and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of her conſo- 
lation; ver. 13 As one whom (his mother comfort» 
eth, ſo will I comtort thee; . There i is a ſimilitude in 


are born again. 
8, There as viſually, ſome ſimilitude betwixt the 
.. father and the child, it may be the child looks like 
its father; ſo thoſe that are born again, they have a 


Gal. iv. Every one that is born of God, has ſome- 
© «thing of the features of heaven upon him. Men 
love thoſe children that are likeſt them moſt uſually, 
ſo does God bis children; therefore they are called 
tze children of God: but others do not like him, 
therefore they are called Sodomites. Chriſt de- 

- ſcribes children of the devil by their features; the 


- .. , works of unrighteouſneſs they are the devil's works; 
if you are earthly, you have bore the image of the 
earthly; if heavenly, 7ou have bore the . 
+ The heavenly. 
6. When a man hag a child, he trains * up to 
his own liking, they haye learned the cultom of 
their father's 'houſe.; ſo. are thoſe that are born of 
God, they have learned the cuſtom of the true church 
of God; there: they learn to ery, My Father, and 
i my God; they are brought up in God's houſe, they 
1 learn the method and form of God's houſe, for re- 
8 their lives in this world. 
7. Children, it is natural for them to deptnd up- 
n their tather for what. they want.; if they waut a 
g 5 CE Ye | p ir 
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.pair of ſhoes they go and nee T 
bread, they go and tell him; ſagfhE.• e "I 
of Gad do Do you want ſpiritual d 
God of it. Do you want Rrength' of gr TT 
God. Do you want ſtrength againſt Satan's t é 
tions? go and tell God of it. When the devil 
tempts you, run home and tell your heavenly Fa- 
ther ; go pour our your complaints to God. This is 
ma*ural to children; if any wrong them, they go 
and tell their father; ſo do thoſe that are born of 
God: when they meet with temptations, go and tell 
Ges VEST 8: 

The firſt uſe is this, to make a ſtrict inquiry: whe» * 


Ther you be born of God or not. Examine by thofe 


ix child of grace: Are you brought qu of the dark 
dungeon of this world into Chritt? Have you learn - 
ed to cry, My father? Jer. iii. 16. And I faid, 
Thou ſhalt call me thy Father. All God's children 
are, criers. Cannot you be quiet without you have 
a belly-tull of the milk of God's word! cannot you 
be ſatisfied without you have peace with God? Fray 
you conſider it, and be ſerious with yourſelves : if 
you have not theſe marks, you will fall ſhort of the 
kingdom of God you ſhall never have an intere(t 
there; there is no intruding 3 They will fay, Lord, 
Lord, open to us, and he will ſay, I know you not: 
No child of God, no keavenly inhericance, We 
ſometimes give ſomething to thoſe that are not our 
children, but not vur lands. O do not flatter yours 
«ſelves with à portion among the ſons; when we fee 
this is vabecoming ;z 
ſo if you be the kiug's- chiluren, live like the king's 
children if you be riſen with Chriſt, ſet, your affeo- 
tions on things above, and not on things below; 
when you come cogether, talk of what your Father 
-Promited you; you ſhould all love your ' Father's 
will, and be content and pleaſed with the exerciſes - 
you meet with in the world; if you are the chil- 
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16 is Loo chatten g- but it 1s 2 
. ; if this be among You & 
"ne pray breeding; it is not according; ta che 
2 * in the word of God. Voſt. thou ſeen 
dat bas the image of God in him Love him, 
Iove him: ſay, this man and 1 muſt go to heaven one 
* day ; ferve one another ; and, if any wrong you, 
* 1 God to right you and love the brot herhood. 
b Laſtiy, if you be the;children of God, learn that 
1 Aeon, Gird up the lions of your mind as obedient 
$ Sebildren, not faſhioning ycuyſelves according to 
your former converſation ; but be ye: holy in all 
„manner of converſation; conſider tha the Dolf 
Va is your Father, and let this oblig pA ; to live 
together like the children of Gad, that. you may 
== your- Father i in the r with NI nn 
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